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versed in many a science; however, we make no mention of the knowleage of the unseen." 


Then, the Noble Imam (as) enlightened them in that respect reflecting his knowledge of the secrets of 


the unseen. 


It is crystal clear that some of the people attending the session were not intellectually prepared to 
perceive the exalted rank of the Imam (as). Further, it is worthy of note that these five methods do not 
stand in contradiction, but all of them are true and applicable. 


There are, however, other methods by which the partial knowledge of the unseen as possessed by the 


Imams (as) and the leaders of the Muslim community may be proven. 


Firstly, it is known that the scope of their mission was not limited to any specific place and time, but it 
was universal and everlasting. Now, how such an individual could be appointed to fulfill a universal 
mission through merely his own limited time and place? How could one appointed as the ruler of a vast 


region be unaware of it and succeed in the fulfillment of his mission? 


In other words, the Noble Prophet (S) and the Infallible Imams (as) were vested with imparting and 
implementing Divine Laws such that they may meet the demands of all mankind in any place and at any 
time, and the successful fulfillment of such mission requires at least some partial knowledge of the 


secrets of the unseen. 


Secondly, if we take into account three Qur’anic Verses, we will notice that they shed light on the 
question of the Noble Prophet’s (S) and the Infallible Imams (as) knowledge of the secrets of the 


unseen: 


1. Regarding Asif ibn Barkhiya who brought the queen of Sheba’s throne to Solomon (as) in the twinkling 
of an eye, the Holy Qur’an44 says: 


“One with whom was the knowledge of the Book said: | will bring it to you within the twinkling of 
an eye.' Then, when Solomon (as) noticed that it was placed before him, he said: 'This is by the 
Grace of my Lord." 


According to another Qur’anic Verse45: 


"Say: Sufficient as a witness between me and you is Allah and those too who have knowledge of 
the Book." 


It is narrated in numerous traditions, recorded in the Sunni and the Shi‘i sources, on the authority of Abu 


Sa‘id Khudri that he asked Allah’s Messenger (S) concerning the meaning of 

‘one who has knowledge from the Book (alladi ‘indahu ilm-un min al-kitab)," 
to which he replied: 

'He was the trustee of my brother, Solomon, son of David." 

| inquired about 

‘and one with him is the knowledge of the Book (wa man ‘indahu ‘lm al-kitab)," 
to which he replied: 

'He is my brother, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. "46 

It is worthy of note that 

‘knowledge from the Book" 

concerns Asif which is partial knowledge and 

‘knowledge of the Book" 


concerns ‘Ali (as) which is general knowledge; thus the difference between Asif and ‘Ali (as) in terms of 


their ranks is clarified. 
Further, the blessed Qur’anic Verse47: 
"We have sent down unto you the Book as an exposition of everything" 


clearly reflects that one who possesses knowledge as to the secrets of such Book is supposed to know 


the secrets of the unseen. 


It serves as evidence as to the possibility of the knowledge of the secrets of the unseen by Allah’s 
friends through Divine Command. Further discussions on the knowledge of the unseen are to be found 
above under 6:50, 59; 7: 188. 


The last blessed Verse of the Chapter, Verse 28, makes mention of the reason lying behind the 


presence of such guardians: 


‘\Allah] protects them till He sees that they have imparted the Messages of their Lord. And He 
surrounds all that which is with them and He keeps a record of all things." 


Actual Knowledge is herein intended by the Arabic word 
lm (‘knowledge’). 


In other words, the blessed Verse is not saying that God Almighty did not know something about His 
Messengers (as) but He gained the Knowledge thereafter, since Divine Omniscience is Infinite, Pre- 


Eternal, and Everlasting. 


The blessed Verse is saying that such Divine Knowledge may be actualized in the world of existence in 
some objective form, namely His Messengers (as) actually convey their Prophetic Calls and provide 
mankind with the Final Argument. 


O Lord! Bestow upon us the Blessings of inward knowledge and obedience to You! 
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Surah al-Muzzammil, Chapter 73 


(The One Wrapped in Garment) 
Section (juz’) 29 
Number of Verses: 20 


General Overview of the Chapter 


aol asst ai sy 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 


The blessed Chapter, revealed in Mecca, has twenty Verses. The tone of the Chapter clearly reflects its 
similarities to other Meccan Chapters. The majority of the blessed Verses of the Chapter in question 
indicate that when the Noble Prophet (S) had declared his Prophetic call, his opponents rose to confront 


and belie him. Thus, the Noble Prophet (S) was Divinely commanded to show tolerance to them. 


The occasion of the Revelation of the blessed Chapter is reflected in some of the traditions according to 
which upon receiving the earliest of the Revelations, he was stood in awe. He came to Khadija, 


complained from physical discomfort and rested for a while. 
He bade his wife to wrap him in a garment when Gabriel revealed the blessed Verse 
"O you wrapped in garment!" 


unto him. 1 


The Merit of Reciting the Chapter 


According to a Prophetic tradition: 
"Whoever recites Surah al-Muzzammil, he will not face hardships in this world and the Hereafter. '2 


Other traditions have been narrated concerning the recitation of the blessed Chapter, though for the 
sake of brevity, mention is not herein made of them. It is worthy of note, however, that such merits and 


blessings are dependent upon acting upon religious obligations. 


Surah al-Muzzammil — Verses 1-5 


aol asl ai ss 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 
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7. O you wrapped in garment! 

2. Stand [in prayer] all night, except a little. 

3. Half of it or a little less than that, 

4. Or alittle more. And recite the Quran slowly and meditatively. 
5. Since, We shall send down unto you a weighty Word. 


The tone of the opening Verses of the blessed Chapter reflects that the Noble Prophet (S) is Divinely 
called unto steadfastness and preparedness for an immense obligation acting upon which requires 


spiritual growth. 
The blessed Verses say: 


"O you wrapped in garment! Stand in prayer all night, except a little. Half of it or a little less than 
that or a little more and recite the Quran meditatively with utmost clarity and eloquence." 


It would be of interest to note that the Noble Prophet is herein addressed as: 
"O you wrapped in garment!" 


rather than 


yt 


"O Messenger! 
or 
"O Prophet!" 


reflecting that it would be befitting to rise up, grow spiritually, and prepare oneself for embarking upon 
such great mission, rather than leading the life of a recluse. He is urged to rise at night, since his foes 
are asleep at the time and people desist from following their daily routines, hence further preparedness 


for meditation and spiritual growth. 


Likewise, he is urged to recite the Holy Qur’anic Verses, since they include all the required lessons in 
this respect. Recitation of the blessed Verses is the best means of strengthening one’s faith, 
steadfastness, fear of God Almighty, and spiritual growth. 


The Arabic word tartil denotes "regularity, articulation, and being well-ordered," though it herein implies 
articulate, eloquent, and meditative recitation of the Quranic Verses, reflecting upon their meanings and 


impacts on one’s life. 


It goes without saying that such recitation of the Quranic Verses may easily lead man toward spiritual 
growth, moral nobilities, and fear of God Almighty. Some Qur’an exegetes maintain that establishing 


canonical prayers is herein intended, since a major part of such prayers lies in reciting Quranic Verses. 


The clause 
“stand at night" (qum al-lay!) 
is contrasted with "sleeping," though it does not solely denote standing up. 


The point is that the different expressions denoting the spans of time spent in nightly vigilance actually 
implies "choice"; thus, the Noble Prophet (S) is free to choose to stay awake half of the night or 


sometime more or less, devoting his nightly vigilance to the recitation of the Quranic Verses. 


Firstly, mention is made of all night, except for a little, then the time span is reduced to half of the night 
and then to less than half. 


Some exegetes hold that choosing amongst two thirds, half, and a third of the night is herein intended, 
as the closing Verse 


"Your Lord knows that you stand [to pray at night] a little less than two thirds of the night, or half 
the night, or a third of the night" 


reiterates the same statement. 
It is worthy of note that the last Verse clearly reflects that the Noble Prophet (S) was not alone in 
“standing at night’, 


but a group of the believers accompanied him in such spiritual growth and had recognized him as their 


model in this respect. 
Some Qur’an exegetes maintain that 
"Stand [in prayer] all night, except a little" 


bids the Noble Prophet to stand in prayer all nights except for some of them. According to this view, 


there is no exception in terms of the nightly spans of time, rather some nights is hereby intended. 
Nonetheless, such interpretation is not seemingly accurate taking into account the single nominal form 
‘night" (lay!) 

and the clause 

‘half or less than that." 

Different exegetes suggest different interpretations for 


"weighty Word" 


as they address different aspects of the question. However, the weight of the Word seemingly implies 
that the Holy Qur'an, from different aspects, is herein intended. The Holy Qur’anic Verses are weighty in 


terms of contents, meaning, and their impacts on the believers’ hearts. 
The same theme is reflected elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an3: 


‘Had We sent down this Qur'an on mountains, you would have seen them humbling themselves 


and rent asunder." 
Such 
"weight" 


connotes the warnings, promises, obligations, hardships resulting from the propagation of the Prophetic 
call. 


The 
"weight" 


alludes to the weight in the scales of deeds and their accounts on the Day of Resurrection and finally the 


burden of complete implementation of such plans. 


Inasmuch as the recitation of the Holy Quranic Verses is convenient and delightful, though acting upon 
their contents is hard, particularly on the threshold of the Prophetic call, when his milieu was imbued with 
the dark clouds of ignorance, idolatry, and superstitions. 


It was at that time that his obdurate and merciless foes were hand in hand against him and his 
companions, though they sought assistance from Qur’anic teachings, establishment of nightly prayers, 
and seeking closeness to the Pure Essence of the Lord and thereby succeeded in overcoming all 


hardships and carrying such heavy burden. 
According to the exegetic work, Atyab al-Bayan, the 
"weighty word” 


implies the proclamation of the Noble Imam ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib’s (as) caliphate and imamate, obliging him 


to confront so many obdurate foes. 
Accordingly, the Holy Qur’an is not herein intended, since it is said 


‘Recite the Qur'an so that you may receive the weighty word in future. Thus, the Holy Qur’an precedes 
the weighty word. "4 


Some traditions have been narrated from the Infallible Imams (as) concerning of the word tartil, each of 


which addresses one of the aspects of the question. 


It is narrated from the Commander of the Faithful, Imam ‘Ali (as) that tartil herein reflects articulate 
recitation, unlike the hasty recitation of poetry and scattering the same like sand. 


One is supposed to recites the Verses in a manner that he may strike the hardened hearts and awaken 
them, without necessarily aiming at reaching the end of the Chapter [namelly, it is significant to 


comprehend the meaning of the Verses].5 
In this vein, it is narrated from the Noble Imam Sadiq (as) as saying 


"The Holy Qur'an is not supposed to recite the Qur’anic Verses hastily, but they should be recited 
articulately. Whenever you come to a Verse treating of Hell, stop your recitation and invoke God 
Almighty for forgiveness. But, when you come to a Verse treating of Paradise, stop your recitation and 
invoke God Almighty to grant you Paradise [and prepare yourself for the same}."6 


It is also reported that the Noble Prophet recited the blessed Verses discretely and articulately with a 


sweet voice.7 


Further Quranic Verses and traditionss treat of the same significance reflecting that the blessed Quranic 
Verses are not supposed to be recited as if they are devoid of meaning, but in reciting them, particular 


attention is to be accorded to all the issues deepening their impacts on the reciters and the listeners. 


It should be borne in mind at all times that Quranic Verses are Divine Messages and it is incumbent 


upon the believers to act upon their contents. 


It is unfortunate that many a Muslim have consigned such truth to oblivion and have contented 
themselves with reciting the mere words and completing the Chapters and the Holy Qur’an in its entirety, 
without according the least attention to the goals behind their Revelation and the Divine Messages 
imparted by them. 


It is true that Quranic Words deserve attention and reciting them entails Divine Blessings, but it should 


be borne in mind that reciting the words is a prelude to the comprehension of their contents. 


It is noteworthy that the blessed Verses in question reflect that significance of nightly vigilance, 
establishing nightly prayers, and the recitation of the Quranic Verses when the neglectful are asleep. 


As mentioned above, praying at night and particularly at dawn immensely impacts the purity of the soul 
leading to spiritual growth, purity and awakening of the heart, strengthening the faith and will power, and 
solidifying the pillars of the fear of God Almighty in human heart and soul, such that man clearly 


witnesses them upon his first trial. 


Thus, praying at night is accorded particular attention in the Qur’anic Verses and the traditions narrated 


from the Noble Prophet (S) and the Infallible Imams. 
In this respect, it is narrated from the Noble Imam Sadiq (as) as saying: 


"Three things include Divine particular blessings: nightly prayers, feeding those who take fast at the time 
of breaking it, and visiting Muslim brethren. "9 


According to another tradition narrated from Imam Sadiq (as) concerning the blessed Qur’anic Verse 
‘Righteous deeds efface the impressions of evil deeds," 

he said: 

‘Nightly prayers efface the sins committed in the day."10 


A detailed discussion treating of the same topic is to be found above, under 17:79, where ten traditions 
of interest were also quoted. 


Surah al-Muzzammil — Verses 6-7 
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6. Your nightly prayers are certainly stronger and more steadfastly. 
7. And you make prolonged and steadfast efforts by day. 


The blessed Verses in question further treat of the nightly prayers and the spiritual growth engendered 
by the nightly recitation of the blessed Quranic Verses. 


They actually further support the preceding blessed Verses by saying that such Divine Command as to 
the nightly prayers and the recitation of the Verses entails stronger and more steadfast prayers and 
spiritual growth. 


The Arabic nominal form nashi’a denotes "occurrence," though three connotations are suggested for its 
contextual meaning herein: the night hours occurring consecutively or particularly the late hours of the 
night and the break of the day; the nightly standing in prayers and the recitation of the Quranic Verses, 
in which respect it is narrated from the Imam Bagir (as) and the Imam Sadiq (as) that standing late at 
night to perform nightly prayers is herein intended, 11 and according to another tradition narrated from 
Imam Sadig (as) concerning the exegesis of the blessed Verse in question, rising from the bed with no 


intention but to pray to God Almighty is herein intended; 12 the word implies a spiritual state of sublime 


exaltation engendered in the heart at such hours at night whose impressions on human soul is of further 


profundity and lasting. 


It is worthy of note, however, that the last two connotations are correlative and the twain are implied 


herein. 


The Arabic adverbial form wata’an implies setting foot and also agreement. The Arabic adverbial clause 
ashaddu wata’an connotes the hardship and the trouble in standing at night for nightly vigilance and 


prayers. 


It may also imply the strong and lasting impressions made in human soul in the light of such prayers. At 
any rate, the latter sounds further befitting. It may also suggest further harmony experienced on such 


occasions amongst human heart, vision, and hearing actualized at the time of prayers. 


The Arabic comparative adjectival form aqwama, cognate with qgiyam ("rising") denotes "firmer; more 
straight." The Arabic passive present verbal form qila herein implies remembrance of God Almighty and 


recitation of the Holy Qur’an. 


It is worthy of note that the blessed Verse in question is amongst those Verses that express most 
eloquently the merits of praying at night and at daybreak when the mind is not so preoccupied with 
worldly affairs and it may thereby purify and foster human soul. It is herein reflected that human soul is 
particularly prepared to worship God Almighty and be engaged in reflection and remembering Him. 


The blessed Verse 7 reflects that it is owing to the fact that you persevere in your abundant efforts 
during the day, since you are occupied at all times with guiding people, imparting your Divine Message, 
and finding solutions to the lives of the individuals and the society; therefore, you do not find adequate 
opportunities to devote yourself to worshipping God Almighty and you may spend the night in prayer. 


Another suggested exegesis, which is of more interest and stands in further harmony with the preceding 
and the following blessed Verses, is that since you have to carry the heavy burdens of you obligations, 
you may strengthen your soul by your nightly prayers and obtain the required preparedness for 


embarking upon such great endeavors. 


The Arabic nominal form sabh denotes movement and it is also applied to swimming, since the latter 
entails frequent movements. The human society is seemingly likened to a boundless ocean in which 


many people are drowning. 


The waves move toward different directions in the agitated ocean and wondering barks seek a safe 
haven. The Noble Prophet of the Islamic faith (S) is the only rescue guard and the Holy Qur’an is the 
only rescue boat in the ocean. Such great swimmer is supposed to prepare himself for such enormous 


mission that lies in imparting the Divine Call during the day. 


Surah al-Muzzammil — Verses 8-10 


Du il! Ug AS (el SSI 


YAY Salis g paced S5 


Shes Gai ASA Gold G ye Salat 


8. And remember the Name of your Lord and solely attach your heart to Him, 

9. The Lord of the east and the west. There is not god but He. Therefore, take Him Alone as your 
Guardian and the Disposer of your affairs. 

10. And be patient with what they say and keep away from them befittingly. 


Following the Divine Command as to rise at night in prayer and brief reference made to the profound 


impressions of prayers, mention is made of five complementary Commands, saying: 
"Remember the Name of your Lord." 


It goes without saying that the mere remembrance of His Name is not herein intended, rather reference 
is made to according attention to the point that verbal remembrance serves as a prelude to the 
remembrance of the heart purifying the soul and fostering the tree of intuitive knowledge and fear of God 
Almighty in the heart. 


The Arabic nominal form rabb herein indicates that whenever one utters His Sacred Name, one is 


supposed to pay heed to the boundless Bounties and ongoing fostering of human soul. 


Different stages of remembering God Almighty are mentioned by one of the exegetes: the first state is 
remembering His Name, as reflected in the blessed Verse in question; the second stage is to remember 


His Pure Essence in one’s heart, as reflected in 7:203: 


‘And remember your Lord within yourself, humbly and with fear; the third stage transcends that 
of Divine Lordship to the Divine Attributes of His Beauty and Glory signified by Allah,” 


as indicated in 33:41: 
"O you who believe! Remember Allah with much remembrance." 


Thus, such ongoing remembrance undergoes different stages of development and the one who 


remembers Him is transported to the zenith of perfection. 13 


The second Command is saying: 


‘Attach your heart unto God Almighty, sever all the aspirations from anything besides Him, and sincerely 
rise to pray to Him." 


The Arabic imperative verbal form tabattal denotes 
“sever the ties!" 


Mary (as) is called Baul since she did not marry. Fatima (as) is also called Batul since she was different 
from and superior to other women at the time in terms of deeds, conduct, and knowledge such that she 


had reached the stage of severance from all things besides Allah. 


The verbal for herein implies the state in which man whole heartedly turns toward God Almighty, 
severing his ties from whatever exists besides Allah. Thus, such man is absorbed in devotion to God 


Almighty and performs all his deeds solely for Him Alone. 


In this respect, it is narrated from the Noble Imam Sadiq (as) that the verbal form herein implies the state 
of humbleness at the time of praying to God Almighty. 14 


It is narrated from the Noble Prophet of the Islamic faith (S) as saying: 
"There is neither asceticism nor separation in Islam." 


The tradition implies that turning away from the world as practiced by the Christian monks does not exist 
in the Islamic faith, since they do not marry and abandon all social activities, but a true Muslim devotes 
himself wholeheartedly to God Almighty while living at the heart of the society. It is narrated from the 
Infallible Imams (as) that the verbal form in question implies stretching one’s hands while establishing 


canonical prayers. 


However, it is crystal clear that it reflects one of the manifestations of devotion and severing one’s ties 
from all besides God Almighty. 15 It is noteworthy that such remembrance of God Almighty and devotion 
to Him are the great sources used by the men of God in fulfilling their enormous obligations aiming at 
guiding the people. 


The blessed Verse 9 treats of the third Command: 


"The Lord of the east and the west besides Whom there is no other God. Take Him Alone as your 
Guardian and the Disposer of your affairs." 


It is worthy of note that following the stages of remembering God Almighty and devotion, the third stage 
is to put one’s trust totally in God Almighty, the Lord of the east and the west. In other words, the world 
of existence in its entirety is subservient to His Sovereignty and Lordship. He is the only God to be 
worshipped. 


The blessed Verse supports putting one’s trust totally in God Almighty, since in the wide expanse of the 
world of existence, man may solely rely on Him as the Disposer of all the affairs, since He is the only 


Sovereign, Fosterer, and Bountiful Lord Worthy of being worshipped. 
Mention is made of the fourth and the fifth Commands in the blessed Verse 10: 
‘Be patient with what they say and keep away from them befittingly." 


Thus, reference is made of the states of patience and separation, since the path of calling people unto 
the Truth abounds in the foes’ slander and harassment. The gardener is supposed to bear the stings of 
the thorns in order to pick up flowers. 


Thus, one is supposed to be indifferent to the foes and keep away from them at times in order to ward 
off their evil actions and give them lessons. It is worthy of note, however, that such separation does not 


entail leaving incomplete education, propagation, and calling people unto God Almighty. 


The blessed Verses in question provide the Noble Prophet of the Islamic faith (S) and all those people 
following in his footsteps a series of comprehensive and perfect rules, urging them to derive their 
inspiration from praying to God Almighty at night and at day break and foster the tree by remembering 
God Almighty at all times, devotion, total reliance on Him, patience, and at times keeping away from the 


foes. What an interesting and comprehensive set of rules! 
The expression 
‘the Lord of the east and the west" 


makes a reference to His Sovereignty and Lordship over all the world of existence. The same expression 
is used in common parlance when we say so and so rules over the east and the west, namely he rules 


over the whole globe rather than the points of the east and the west. 
‘Befitting separation" (hijr jamil), 
as mentioned above, connotes keeping away out of empathy and calling people unto the Truth. 


It is an educational method employed at certain times which stands in no disharmony against the 
question of jinad at other times, since each of them have their own proper places. In other words, such 
separation does not entail indifference, as it is a kind of paying attention. Some have mistakenly 


regarded the blessed Verse in question as abrogating those of jihad. 


The late eminent scholar, Tabarsi, in his Majma‘ al-Bayan (under the blessed Verse in question) states 
that the blessed Verse reflects that the propagators of the Islamic faith and the callers to the Holy Qur’an 
are supposed to be patient in the face of hardships and associate with people with toleration and a good 


disposition, such that the hearts of the audiences sooner welcome their words. 


Surah al-Muzzammil — Verses 11-14 
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11. And leave Me Alone to deal with the beliers, those who are in possession of good things of 
life. And grant them respite for a little while. 

12. With Us are fetters and the [Hell] Fire. 

13. And a food that chokes and an excruciating torment. 

714. On the Day when the earth and the mountains will be in violent shake and the mountains will 
be a heap of sand. 


The blessed Verse 11 is addressed to the Noble Prophet (S) urging him to leave the records of the 
deeds of such arrogant sinners with Him. The preceding blessed Verse made a brief reference to the 


harassments of the enemies of the Islamic faith. 


The blessed Verses in question harshly attacks them by severe warnings against the torments awaiting 


them in this world and the Hereafter. Thus, they are urged to revise their evil deeds. 


The early Muslims contemporaneous with the Noble Prophet (S) are also consoled against the harsh 


attacks by the enemies urging them to persevere and remain steadfast by saying: 
‘Leave the affluent beliers unto Me and grant them respite for a short while." 


In other words, God Almighty is saying that the Noble Prophet is not supposed to confront them, but to 
leave them to Him, such that they avail themselves of a brief respite so that they may heed the 
ultimatum and reveal their nature and carry the burdens of further sins. Divine excruciating torments 


await them. 


It is recorded in the history of Islam that the Muslims gained power before long and inflicted severe 
blows upon their enemies at the battles of Badr, Hunayn, and Ahzab. The arrogant enemies died before 


long and met their dire fate of Divine torments in the purgatory and those of the Hereafter are not too 


remote from them. 
The Arabic phrase 
ul-i 1-ni‘ma (‘possessors of bounties") 


herein implies the arrogance and neglect stemming from affluence leading the affluent oftentimes to 
entanglements. The history of the Prophets (as) and the Qur’anic Verses reflect that the affluent are the 
foremost enemies of the faith, though they are supposed to precede others in welcoming the call of the 
Truth as a token of their gratitude for the Divine Bounties granted them. 


The blessed Verse 12 proceeds with further explicit warnings saying: 
"With Us are fetters and the [Hell] Fire." 


The Arabic plural nominal form ankal denotes heavy chains. The word lexically denotes feebleness and 
weakness, since the shackles and fetters binding the feet, the hands, and the neck impede movement 
and entail weakness, the word is employed in the sense of chains, fetters, and shackles. The point is 
that such affluent but disobedient people availed themselves of unrestrained indulgence in worldly 


pleasures, but bondage and Hellfire awaits them in the Hereafter. 
The blessed Verse 13 adds that such disobedient people shall be given 
‘a food that chokes and an excruciating torment." 


They had palatable food in this world and indulged in the pleasures of the flesh, whereas a food that will 
choke and painful torments will be in store for them in the world to come. The severity of such torments 
is known to no one but God Almighty. In this respect, it is narrated that a Muslim was reciting the 
blessed Verse in question once while the Noble Prophet (S) listened to him. 


The reciter of the Verse cried out of a sudden and lost consciousness. 16 It is also reported that the 
Noble Prophet (S) was reciting the blessed Verse and had the same experience. 17 Such people will 
choke on the food in Hell. 


The same theme is reflected elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an18: 
‘No food will there be for them but a poisonous thorny plant." 


It is also mentioned in the blessed Verses 43 and 44 that the sinners shall feed on the tree of Zaqqum, 


the same bitter and poisonous plant of a foul smell. 
The blessed Verse 14 concerns the day when such torments shall be inflicted on the sinners, saying: 


"On the Day when the earth and the mountains will be in violent shake and the mountains will be 


a heap of sand." 


The Arabic nominal form kathib denotes "dune, sand hill." The Arabic nominal form mahil implies pouring 
something soft like sand and flour on something else, though it herein connotes something which is 


never fixed and permanent. 


The blessed Verse reflects that the mountains shall disintegrate on the Day of Resurrection such that 
they turn into soft sand in which feet sink. Concerning the mountains on the threshold of the 
Resurrection, there are different Quranic expressions all of which reflect that they disintegrate and 
change into soft soil and sand. Further details may be found above under 20: 105. 


Surah al-Muzzammil — Verses 15-16 
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15. We have sent unto you a Messenger to be a witness over you as We did send a Messenger to 
Pharaoh. 


16. But Pharaoh disobeyed the Messenger and We chastised him severely. 


The Noble Prophet (S) witnesses the deeds in this world and bears witness to the same on the Day of 
Resurrection. 


The blessed Verse 15 compares the Noble Prophet’s (S) call and the animosity of the Arab chiefs 
against him and the rise of the Prophet Moses (as) against the people of the Pharaoh, saying: 


"We have sent unto you a Messenger (S) to be a witness over you [whose obligation is to guide 
you and watch over your deeds] as We did send a Messenger (as) to Pharaoh [to guide him and 
his people and watch over their deeds." 


Thus, the Quranic Verses and the traditions reflect that the Noble Prophet (S) and the Infallible Imams 
(as) witness all our deeds. Fulfillment of the call entails supervision and the Noble Prophet (S) 


supervises all the deeds of his community and bears witness to the same. 


The blessed Verse 16 is saying that Pharaoh rose against the Messenger of Allah (as) and God 
Almighty inflicted severe torments on him. Neither his enormous army, nor his vast realm, nor his power, 
nor the possessions of his people could impede Divine torments and they were all drowned in the raging 
waves of the Nile in which they took pride. Now, you are far inferior to them in terms of means and 


number. How could you be deceived by your meager means and number? 


The Arabic nominal form wabil originally denotes heavy shower, but it connotes any heavy and severe 
thing, particularly torments. The blessed Verse in question implies the severity of the torment that it 
showers upon the sinners like a heavy downpour of rain. Disobedience to the commands of Allah’s 


Messenger entails torments and entanglements. 


Surah al-Muzzammil — Verses 17-19 
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17. Then, how can you avoid the chastisement, if you disbelieve a Day that will make the children 
grey-headed? 

18. On such Day the heaven will be cleft asunder and His Promise shall certainly be 
accomplished. 

19. This is a warning and whoever wills, he may take a Path toward his Lord. 


The Arabic plural nominal form wildan, whose singular form is walid, is applied to newly born infants. The 
Arabic plural nominal form shiyb, whose singular form is ashyab, denotes the grey-headed and the old. 


Two meanings may be suggested for the blessed Verse 17: 
1. The severity of the Day of Resurrection shall be such that the newly born infants grow old. 
2. That Day shall be so long that the children grow old. 


At any rate, the blessed Verse is addressed to the disbelievers contemporaneous with the Noble 
Prophet of the Islamic faith (S), warning them that if you disbelieve, how will you be untouched by the 


Divine severe torments that make the children grow old? 


The torments which shall be inflicted upon the sinners on that Day shall be so severe, harsh, and 


horrible that "they shall make the children grow old." 


It is reported that some of the horrible afflictions in this world may instantly make people grey—headed. 
The blessed Verse is saying that even if you happen not to be entangled with the torments in this world, 
like Pharaoh and his people, what will you do with the torments which shall be inflicted upon the 


disobedient on the Day of Resurrection? 


The blessed Verse 18 further depicts that horrible Day, saying: 
"On such Day the heaven will be cleft asunder and His Promise shall certainly be accomplished." 


Many a Quranic Verses treat of the incidents that shall happen on the last day in this world and the 


Hereafter including horrible explosions and severe earthquakes and spontaneous alterations. 


The blessed Verse in question briefly deals with the same saying that the heaven and the celestial 
bodies with their enormous greatness shall not stand the colossal incidents to occur on that Day; how 
the weak and vulnerable man shall be able to impede such incidents? The Arabic nominal form infitar 


denotes cleaving asunder. 
The blessed Verse 19 makes a reference to the foregoing warnings, saying: 
"This is a warning and whoever wills, he may take a Path toward his Lord." 


Whoever intends to find guidance and attain to everlasting happiness may opt for the path leading to his 
Lord. Treading such path nonchalantly is not regarded as a merit, since the merit lies in that man 
chooses the path willfully. At any rate, God Almighty has provided man with the path, vision, and the 
shining sun so that man be able to choose the straight path and obey Divine Commands willfully. 


Different exegeses have been suggested by Qur’an exegetes concerning the clause 
"This is a warning." 


Some suggest that reference is made to the admonitions in the preceding blessed Verses. Some 


maintain that mention is made of the Chapter or the Holy Qur’an in their entirety. 


Some also hold that reference may be made to the Divine Command as to establishing nightly canonical 
prayers, as reflected in the opening Verses of the blessed Chapter, addressed to the Noble Prophet, 
though the clause in question is generalizing it to the entire Muslim community. Thus, the word path 
(sabil) mentioned in the following clause as well implies nightly canonical prayers as a significant path 


leading to the Lord. 


Finally, the blessed Verses in question warn the arrogant beliers intoxicated by affluence and bounties 
against four excruciating torments: shackles and fetters, burning Fire, rough, choking, and deadly food, 
and different kinds of torments contrasted with the bounties in this world, availing oneself of boundless 
freedom, comfortable life, palatable food, and comfort in different forms. Since they availed themselves 
of all these bounties at the price of wrong doing, arrogance, neglect, and disobedience to God Almighty, 
they shall have such dire fate on the Day of Resurrection. 


Surah al-Muzzammil — Verse 20 
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20. Your Lord knows that you and also a group of those with you stand [in prayer] at night a little 
less than two thirds of the night, or half the night, or a third of the night. And Allah measures the 
night and the day. He knows that you are unable to [precisely] measure it, so He granted you 
Mercy. Therefore, recite the Quran as much as may be convenient to you. 


He knows that there will be some amongst you who fall sick, others travel [for earning a living], 
yet others fight in Allah’s Cause. Therefore, recite as much of the Qur'an as may be convenient to 
you, and perform canonical prayers and give alms, and lend Allah a goodly loan [expend in His 
Cause]. And [know that] whatever good deeds you send before you for yourselves, you shall find 
it with Allah, better and greater in Reward. And seek Forgiveness of Allah as Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Gracious. 


The blessed Verse in question warns Muslims against being arrogant by doing good deeds like 
establishing nightly prayers, recitation of the Qur’anic Verses, and helping the poor, since they still need 
to invoke God Almighty to forgive their sins. 


The blessed Verse herein reflects that shedding tears at night in prayer, doing jihad in the day, helping 
the poor, recitation of the Qur’anic Verses, going on business trips, and doing good righteous deeds are 
to be accompanied by seeking Divine Forgiving of one’s sins. The preceding Verses urged Muslims to 
stand in prayer third, half, or two thirds of the night. 


The blessed Verse in question is saying that calculating such measurements is hard lying beyond your 
abilities; as a consequence of which God Almighty forgives you, but you may stand in prayer, establish 
canonical prayers, and recite the Quranic Verses as much as they are convenient to you, particularly 
when you are sick or you are on some journey. 


It is narrated from the Noble Imam Ridha (as) as saying: 
‘Recite the Qur'an to the extent of your humbleness and purity heart. "19 


Traveling for commerce and that aiming at jihad are juxtaposed in the blessed Verse, though the former 


is this worldly and the latter is otherworldly. It is narrated that if a merchant remembers God Almighty at 


all times and refrains from fraud, hoarding, selling less than the due measure, and selling at an unlawful 


higher price, is like a warrior setting foot in the battle field to kill the enemy and safeguard security.20 


Recitation of the Quranic Verses is not a religious obligation, but it is highly recommended herein such 
that the Divine Command as to the same is reiterated twice and is thus accorded particular attention. It 
is worthy of note that Divine Commands are harmonious with human capacities and they never entail 


hardships. 


It is in this vein that the sick are supposed to perform ritual ablution with soil or sand (tayammum) in lieu 
of water and they may establish their canonical prayers in the manner convenient to them. The sick are 
not supposed to take fast, but they should help the poor by paying a certain amount of money or give 
them a specified amount of goods as a token of atonement (kaffara). 


The blessed Verse is saying that God Almighty is All-Aware that you may not make precise calculations; 
as a consequence of which He forgives your mistakes. The point is that Divine Obligations are 


convenient to man and they never entail hardships. 


The Arabic clause taba ‘alaykum (literally: "He has turned unto you"), according to the majority of Qur’an 
exegetes, suggests lightening the obligation rather than repenting of one’s sins. It may also be 
suggested that upon the removal of the obligation, no sin may be committed and it equal Divine 
Forgiving. 


Mention is made of four other Commands at the close of the blessed Verse thereby completing the plan 
as to self purification, saying: 


‘Establish canonical prayers; pay alms, lend Allah a goodly loan through expending in His Cause and 
know that whatever good deeds you send forth for yourselves shall be Rewarded by Allah most 
befittingly; invoke God Almighty for Forgiveness as He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Gracious." 


These four Obligations, namely establishing canonical prayers, paying alms and expending in Allah’s 
Cause, invoking God Almighty for Forgiveness, and Recitation of the Qur’anic Verses and reflecting 
upon them, as mentioned above, constitute a perfect plan aiming at self purification and spiritual growth 
bearing indubitable impressions on believers at any time, particularly on the threshold of the Islamic 
faith. 


Establishing prayers herein implies the obligatory canonical prayers performed five times a day. By alms, 
paying the obligatory canonical alms is herein intended. Further, lending God Almighty a goodly loan 


(qardh al-hasana) connotes the supererogatory expending in Allah’s Cause. 
The expression 


‘lending Allah a goodly loan" 


is the most noble expression imaginable in this respect, since God Almighty is the Owner of all the 
Possessions and He is not expected by no means to request others to lend Him a loan, but He hereby 
urges the believers to expend and make sacrifices in His Cause and obtain merits by doing such noble 


deeds and tread the path of spiritual growth and attain perfection. 


It is noteworthy that making mention of invoking God Almighty for Forgiveness, as mention at the close 
of such Divine Commands may reflect that by acting upon such Commands, man may not feel that he is 
perfect and God Almighty owes them something, but he is supposed to regard himself neglectful at all 


times and turn toward Him, since no one is able to praise Him most befittingly. 


Some Qur’an exegetes maintain that laying emphasis on these Command reflects that the believers may 
not imagine that lightening the Obligations as to praying to God Almighty and reciting the Qur’anic 
Verses at night does not apply to other religious obligations, since the latter stand the way they are, 


namely other religious obligations are not subject to any decrease or lightening.21 


O Lord! Grant us all the Blessing of standing in prayers at night, the recitation of the Holy Qur'an, and 
treading the path of spiritual growth in the light of the Heavenly Light! 
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Surah al-Mudaththir, Chapter 74 


(The One Reposing in Bed) 
Section (juz’) 29 
Number of Verses: 56 


General Overview of the Chapter 


aol oa s5il ai sy 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 


This Chapter, revealed in Mecca, has 56 Verses. It was indubitably revealed in Mecca, though there 
exists no unanimity as to being the earliest of the Chapters revealed to the Noble Prophet (S), or it 
followed Chapter 96 (Surah al-‘Alaq) in the sequence of Revelation. 


However, according attention to the contents of these two Chapters (74, 96) reflects that the latter was 
revealed on the threshold of the Prophetic call, but the former concerns the time when the Noble Prophet 
(S) was Divinely appointed to call the general public, when the clandestine call had come to its end. 


Therefore, some of the Qur’an exegetes maintain that Chapter 97 was the earliest of the Chapters 
revealed on the threshold of the Prophet Revelation of the Noble Prophet (S), but Chapter 74 was the 
earliest of the Chapters revealed following his call to the general public. 


At any rate, the nature of the Meccan Chapters, mainly calling people to turn toward the origin and the 
return, confrontation with polytheism, and warning the beliers against Divine torment, is explicitly 


reflected in the blessed Chapter in question. 


The Merit of Reciting the Chapter 


It is narrated from the Noble Imam Bagir (as) that whoever recites Surah al-Mudaththir in their obligatory 
canonical prayers, God Almighty shall make them accompany the Noble Prophet (S) and shall grant 
them his elevated degree, and they shall not be entangled with misfortune and pain in this worldly life. 
Further traditions have been narrated from the Noble Prophet (S) and the Infallible Imams (as), though 


for the sake of brevity, mention is not herein made of them. 


It goes without saying that the mere recitation of the words of the blessed Chapter may not result in such 
great consequences, but one is supposed to accord attention to the contents and most precisely act 


upon them. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 1-2 
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 


7. O you reposing in bed! 
2. Arise and warn [the world]! 


Different occasions of Revelation have been reported in Qur’an exegetic sources for the blessed Chapter 
in question, though for the sake of brevity, mention is not herein mentioned of them. However, the Noble 
Prophet (S) is undoubtedly addressed in these Verses, though no explicit reference has been made to 


him therein, but it is reflected in the contents. 
The opening two blessed Verses say: 


‘O you reposing enveloped in bed covers! Arise and warn the world [against Divine torment, since the 
time of rest and repose has passed and the time of rising and propagation of the Islamic faith have 
arrived!” 


The particular emphasis laid on the Noble Prophet (S) as both a bearer of glad tidings (bashir) and a 
warner (nadhir) is owing to the truth that warning the people, particularly on the threshold of the 


Prophetic call, made significant contributions to awakening the neglectful souls. 


Concerning the reason lying behind urging him to embark upon his Prophetic call while he reposed in 
bed, some Qur’an exegetes hold that the Arab polytheists assembled on the threshold of pilgrimage to 
Mecca and some of them, e.g. Abu Jahl, Abu Sufyan, Walid ibn Mughayra, and Nadhr ibn Harith, 
consulted as to the manner of providing replies to the questions raised by non-Meccan pilgrims who had 
heard scattered material regarding the Prophetic call of the Noble Prophet of the Islamic faith (S). 


Following holding many a conference, they came to the conclusion that they had better call him a 
magician (sahir), since the consequences of magic include causing separation between couples and 


fathers and sons, and the Noble Prophet (S) had acted accordingly through his Prophetic call. 


Having heard such words, the Noble Prophet (S) was deeply saddened and returned home morbidly and 


reposed in his bed. Then, the blessed Verses in question were revealed calling him to arise and struggle 
against them. Other suggested interpretations make mention of the same call to rising and guiding the 


society. 
It would be of interest to know that the Arabic imperative clause fandhir 
("Warn!") 


makes no reference to the object of such warning, since it reflects the generality of the act. In other 
words, he is urged herein to warn the people against idolatry, polytheism, disbelief, wrong doing, 


corruption, Divine torment, the reckoning on the Day of Resurrection, and the like. 
In this respect, it is narrated from the Noble Imam Sadiq (as) that the blessed Verse means 
"shorten your clothes!" (thiyabaka faqsir).1 


Some Qur’an exegetes also maintain that reference is herein made to wives, since it is reflected 


elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an2: 
"They are garments for you and they are your garments." 


In other words, you maintain the dignity of each other and you are the adornments of one another. All 

these interpretations may be intended by the blessed Verse, reflecting the truth that Divinely appointed 
leaders may be charismatic when they are unadulterated and people be certain as to their fear of God 
Almighty. It is in the same vein, that the Command as to chastity follows that of rising and warning. 


In the course of the third Injunction, the blessed Verse 5 says: 
"Keep away from impurities and what entails Divine torment." 
The generalization of the meaning of the Arabic word 

rujz (‘impurity’) 


has led to different interpretations for the same: idols, any kind of sin, vice, mammonism as the sources 
of any wrong and sin, Divine torment as the consequence of polytheism and committing sins, and 


anxiety and apprehension.3 


The term is also applied to any kind of sin and polytheism, idolatry, satanic temptations, vices, and 
Divine torment leading to apprehension and deviation from the Straight Path. The comprehensive 
meaning of the blessed Verse includes any deviation and vice leading to Divine Wrath in this world and 


the Hereafter. 


The Noble Prophet of the Islamic faith (S), as reflected in his biographical accounts acknowledged by 


friends and foes, is indicative of his keeping away from vices, though the point is accorded emphasis 


herein. 
The fourth Injunction is intended by the blessed Verse 6, saying: 
‘Give not a thing in order to have more nor consider your deeds of obedience to Allah as a favor to him." 


The contextual meaning of the blessed Verse includes any kind of expecting obligation from God 
Almighty and the people because of good deeds. One is not supposed to expected indebtedness from 
God Almighty for struggling in His Cause, since He did favors to individuals by granting them such 
exalted degrees. 


Likewise, God’s servants are not supposed to think highly one one’s good deeds, but they should at all 
times bear in mind their neglect and the truth that worshipping God Almighty is a great Divine Blessings. 


In other words, your rising, warning, propagation of monotheism, making mention of Divine Glory and 
Majesty, purity of garments, and abstaining from sins are not sources of regarding God Almighty 
indebted to you nor should you think highly of them, but you are supposed to keep in mind that they are 
Divine Blessings for which you should be grateful and be absorbed in His Love such that you 
underestimate such great deeds. 


In technical terms, omission of objects of a relation is indicative of generality which in this case includes 


the torments in this world and the Hereafter as well as the evil consequences of vices. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 3-7 
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3. And magnify your Lord! 


4. And purify your garments! 

5. And keep away from impurities. 

6. And give not a thing in order to have more. 
7. And be patient for the sake of your Lord! 


Five significant Injunctions are revealed unto the Noble Prophet (S) following his call to rise and warn. 


These injunctions serve as models for the people. 

The first injunction concerns monotheism: 

"Only magnify your Lord, your possessor and fosterer. Whatever you possess is granted by Him. 
Laying emphasis on the word 

rabb (‘Lord’) 


which precedes the imperative verbal form kabbir ("magnify") indicates exclusivity and reflects the 
question of monotheism substantiated by an argument in such brief clause. It is so interesting and 


meaningful that the Qur’anic clause is so terse and concise. 
The mere utterance of 
‘Allah is the Greatest" 


is not intended, though such utterance is an implication reflected in the traditions as well, but the 
utterance is intended to say that the believers are supposed to magnify their Lord in terms of belief, 
words, and practice. God Almighty is supposed to be regarded as possessing the Attributes of Beauty 
and glorified of any defect. 


He is too Glorious to be describable. It is narrated from the Ahl al-Bayt that 
‘Allah is the Greatest" 


intends to say that God Almighty is far Superior to be described and comprehended by mankind. 
Therefore, uttering such clause is far comprehensive than glorification which merely includes being 


glorified of any kind of defect. 


Proceeding with the question of monotheism, the blessed Verse 4 includes the second Injunctions as to 


purity from impurities, saying: 
‘Purify your clothes." 
The word 


"clothes" 


may herein serve as a metaphor for human deeds, since the deeds are likened to clothes as the outward 
appearance reflects the inward beliefs and feelings. Some also maintain that the word "clothes" herein 
indicates heart and soul, namely purify you heart from impurities. Where the clothes are supposed to be 


cleansed, the one who wears them is accorded precedence. 


Some have also held that the word denotes the outward clothes, since their purity constitutes the most 
significant token of character, education, and culture. Pre-Islamic Arabs hardly accorded attention to 

keeping away from impurities and their clothes were generally unclean. It was quite common, as in the 
case of those entangled in the age of ignorance, to wear quite long garments, such that their garments 


were soiled out of being dragged while they walked. 
The blessed Verse 7 makes a reference to the last Injunction, saying: 
yt 


‘Be patient for the sake of your Lora! 


Once more, we are faced with a comprehensive meaning of patience and steadfastness against the 


ignorant polytheists’ and the enemies’ abuses. 


The blessed Verse is urging the believers to be steadfast in obedience to Allah’s Commands and be 
patience in struggling against concupiscent desires and the enemies of the faith. Patience is indubitably 
the basis and the safeguard of all the aforesaid plans. It is principally the best means of propagating the 
faith and guiding people. 


Thus, patience is accorded attention is many a Quranic Verse. 


As reflected in the Nahj al-Balagha, it is narrated from the Commander of the Faithful, Imam ‘Ali (as) as 
saying: 


‘Patience and steadfastness in the cause of the faith is like the head against the body.” 


Therefore, patience and steadfastness serve as the most significant of the plans of the Prophets (as) 
and the men of God. The more they faced hardships, the more they grew patient. 


Regarding the Rewards of the patient, the Noble Prophet (S) is reported as saying: 


‘Allah says that whenever | inflict some afflictions upon my servants’ bodies, property, or children, they 


face them patiently and | cannot measure their deeds nor may | open up their record of deeds. "4 
Having been inquired regarding faith, Allah’s Messenger (S) replied: 
‘Half of faith lies in patience. "5 


In this respect, it is narrated from Imam ‘Ali (as) as saying: 


"Ward off sorrows through good certitude and patience. "6 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 8-10 
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8. When it shall be blown into the Trumpet. 
9. That Day shall be a Hard Day, 
10. Far from convenient for the disbelievers. 


Proceeding with the Injunction as to the rise and warning reflected in the preceding blessed Verses, 


those in question open with a particular and eloquent emphasis, saying: 


"When it shall be blown into the Trumpet that Day shall be a Hard Day, far from convenient for the 
disbelievers. ” 


It is noteworthy that the Arabic nominal form naqur, derived from n-q-r, denotes strike so as to pierce 
something. The cognate form minqar is the birds’ beak thereby they may pierce objects. Consequently, 
the Trumpet whose sound is so loud as if it pierces the ears and penetrates into the brain is termed 


naqur. 


It is explicitly reflected in the Quranic Verses that the Trumpet shall be blown into twice in the last 
moment of this world and the beginning of the Resurrection Day, the first of such extraordinarily awe 
inspiring and shocking sounds is that of death and the latter is that of awakening and life encompassing 
the world over. 


These two sounds are also terms the first and the second sounds of the Trumpet. The blessed Verse in 
question treats of the second sound whereby the Resurrection shall be established and the hardship of 
such Day for the disbelievers. 


A detailed discussion on the Trumpet and its sound is to be found above under 39:68. At any rate, the 
blessed Verses in question reflect the truth that many a hardship shall await the disbelievers upon 
blowing into the Trumpet. That Day shall be so excruciating and agonizing that the strongest men shall 
be brought to their knees. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 11-15 
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11. Leave Me Alone with the one whom | created alone. 
12. | granted him abundant possessions. 

13. And children to be by his side [serving him]. 

14. And prepared all the means of life for him. 

15. He still desires further increase. 


As reflected above, the disbelievers were collectively warned, though the blessed Verses in question 
particularly make reference to the most influential amongst them by eloquently and decisively warning 


them, saying: 
"Leave me Alone with the one whom | created alone.” 


The blessed Verses in question allude to Walid ibn Mughayra Makhzumi, one of the most notorious 
chiefs of Quraysh. An occasion of Revelation is mentioned in many an exegetic sources, e.g. Majma‘ al- 


Bayan, Fi Hilal al-Qur’an, al-Mizan, and those by Qurtubi and Maraghi. 


It is also mentioned that whatever service rendered to the people, irrespective of spiritual ones, e.g. 
propagation of the Islamic faith and guiding them or expending in Allah’s Cause, are not supposed to be 
compensated by reminding people of them or desiring further increase in possessions granted by God 


Almighty, since such undesirable acts render the good deeds ineffective. 
In this respect, it is mentioned elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an7: 


"O you who believe! Do not render in vain your expending in Allah's Cause by reminders of your 


generosity or by abuse.” 


The Arabic negative imperative verbal form la tamnun deriving from m-n-n herein implies any word 


reflecting the significance of something granted someone else. T 
hus, its relation with the question of 
‘desiring further increase" (istikthar) 


is Clarified. Man is supposed to regard his services meager without expecting any remuneration, rather 
than desire increase which will lead to rendering in vain the righteous good acts. In this vein, the theme 
of the blessed Verse is reflected in some of the traditions that one is not supposed to grant anyone 


anything if he desires further increase in return.8 


Regarding the exegesis of the blessed Verse in question, it is narrated from the Noble Imam Sadiq (as) 
as saying: 


‘Do not overestimate the good deed done in Allah’s Cause." 

The tradition reflects one of the implications of the universal meaning of the blessed Verse.9 
The Arabic adverb of manner wahidan may either modify the Creator or the created. 

The former possibility allows two suggestions: 

‘Leave Me Alone with him so that | severely chastise him," 

or: 

‘| created him alone and granted him all these Bounties, but he showed ingratitude.” 


The latter possibility may also entail two interpretations either alluding to the point that in his mother’s 
womb and upon his birth, he was alone, without any possessions or children, but such Bounties were 
granted him later on; or it may make a reference to the point that he regarded himself and his father 
unique and unrivaled amongst the Arabs. 10 However, the first of these four interpretations sound further 
befitting. 


The blessed Verse 12 says: 
‘| granted him abundant possessions." 


The Arabic past participial form mamdud originally denotes "stretched, expanded," though it herein 
implies the abundant possessions or expansion in temporal and spatial terms. It is also suggested that 
he possessed numerous gardens and farms and plenty of money and gold. The word implies all these 


senses, but they were of not avail to him owing to his showing ingratitude and confronting Allah and His 


Messenger (S). 
The blessed Verse 13 alludes to the large number of people at his disposal, saying: 
‘And children to be by his side [serving him)." 


They were with their father at all times, since they were neither pressed for means of life nor had they to 
leave their father behind and depart for a remote place. It is reported in a number of traditions that he 
had ten children. 


The blessed Verse 14 makes a reference to other Bounties bestowed upon him, saying: 
"And prepared all the means of life for him." 


The Bounties bestowed upon him included healthy body, possessions, healthy children, and social 
prestige. The Arabic word tamhid, derived from m-h-d, originally denotes preparing a place, like a 
cradle, for the child, though it connotes all means and opportunities of life in terms of convenience, 
promotion, prestige, and generally speaking all the Bounties of life and the means of achievement and 


SUCCESS. 


The blessed Verse 15 is saying that in lieu of prostrating himself before God Almighty for all these 
Bounties, he showed ingratitude and desired further Bounties: 


"He still desires further increase." 


Reference is not only made to Walid ibn Mughayra, since all mamonists are alike in that their thirst may 
never be quenched and even if the entire world happens to fall into their share, they expect to possess 
more. The point is that worldly possessions all fall into the shares of men and the distribution depends 
on Divine Will rather than human knowledge and skills. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 16-17 
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16. It shall never be thus, since he opposes Our Ayat [Verses, Signs, proofs}. 
17. | shall soon oblige him to climb the summit of life [then, | shall thrust him downwards. 


The disbelieving stranger is harshly rejected in the blessed Verse 16: 


‘| shall never be thus, since he opposes Our Ayat." 


The disbeliever was fully aware that the Holy Qur’an is neither the word of the jinn nor that of mankind, 
but it possesses strong roots, fruitful branches, and unparalleled appeal. However, he regarded it as 


magic and its bearer a magician. 
The Arabic adverb of manner 
anidan (‘obdurately") 


implies willful opposition and animosity, when one comprehends the truthfulness of something, but he 
rises against it. Walid was the personification of such obdurate animosity. The Arabic past verbal form 
kana implies progressiveness, in that he bore animosity against the truth at all times, rather than 


temporarily. 
The blessed Verse 17 makes a terse reference to his dire fate: 


‘| shall soon oblige him to climb the hard to pass summit of life and then | shall thrust him 


downwards. 


The Arabic verbal form sa-urhiquhu, derived from r-h-q (‘to cover fiercely") connotes overburdening and 
afflicting one with different torments. The Arabic nominal form sa‘ud denotes a place climbed by 
someone and the Arabic verbal noun su‘ud is employed in the sense of climbing. Since climbing 
summits is hard, it implies any kind of hard task. Consequently, some exegetes maintain that it herein 


connotes Divine torment. 


The blessed Verse may allude to the torments inflicted upon Walid in this world, since it is reported in 
historical sources that having reached the summit of achievements in his personal and social life, he fell 


down such that he recurrently lost his possessions and offspring. 11 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 18-25 
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18. He thought and plotted [against the Quran}. 

19. So let him be cursed: how he plotted [against the Truth]! 

20. And once more let him be cursed: how he plotted [to employ his satanic stratagem]! 
21. Then he cast a glance. 

22. Then, he frowned and hastened; 

23. Then he turned away [from the Truth] and was arrogant. 

24. Then, he said: "This is nothing but appealing magic like that of the ancients, 

25. "This is nothing but the word of a human being! 


The blessed Verses in question provide further details regarding Walid ibn Mughayra Makhzumi whom 
God Almighty had bestowed abundant possessions and offspring, but he rose against the Noble Prophet 
of the Islamic faith (S), striving to belie the Noble Prophet (S) and the Holy Qur’an by resorting to ploys. 


It goes without saying that thinking is basically good, provided that it be in line with the Truth. One hour 
spent on intellection entails the merits of worshipping God Almighty for one year or more, since that one 
hour may totally alter the course of human fate. Nonetheless, if it be employed in the cause of disbelief, 
corruption, and vices, it will be reprehensible. Walid’s thoughts fall into the second category. 


The Arabic verbal form qaddara herein implies that he devised his vicious ploys. 
The blessed Verses 19 and 20 say: 


"So let him be cursed: how he plotted [against the Truth]! And once more let him be cursed: how 


he plotted [to employ his satanic stratagem)!" 


Concerning the occasion of the Revelation of the blessed Verse in question, Qur’an exegetes maintain 
that Walid intended to unify the polytheists urging them to disseminate false accusations against the 
Noble Prophet (S). 


When it was suggested to call the Noble Prophet (S) 


‘the poet,” 
he refused. He further rejected his being called a soothsayer or a lunatic. 


Finally, the polytheists suggested that the Noble Prophet be called a magician and he accepted such 
false attribution, since he falsely imagined that magicians were in the habit of severing the bonds of 
friendship and establishing friendly ties between former opponents. He thought that such things had 
appeared upon the emergence of the Islamic faith and the Holy Qur’an. 


Thus, he embarked upon investigation and reflection, as reflected by the terse Qur’anic expression: 
"He thought and devised his ploys." 


Other polytheists made suggestions, but it was Walid who reflected upon the idea and made the choice. 
Such expression, particularly its reiteration, reflects that he was an expert in devising such evil plots, 


such that his ideas were a source of surprise. 
The blessed Verses 21-25 say: 


"Then he cast a glance [to make sure that everything was in order. Then, he frowned and 
hastened; then he turned away [from the Truth] and was arrogant. Then, he said: 'This is nothing 
but appealing magic like that of the ancients, this is nothing but the word of a human being 
[rather than Divine Revelation)!" 


Thus, following persistent investigations and devising satanic ploys against the Holy Qur’an, he uttered 
his final words and notwithstanding all the stratagems employed by such mastermind of the age of 
ignorance and polytheism, he inadvertently extolled the Qur'an, reflecting that it was so unprecedentedly 


appealing that all hearts might be impressed by it. 


He held that the Holy Qur’an engenders magical impressions bewitching the hearts. Since the Holy 
Qur’an bears no resemblance to the sorcerers’ art, but its logical, rhythmical, and well-measured words 
clearly indicate that it is Divine Revelation whose source is Divine Omniscience encompassing all 


beauties consistently and coherently. 


The Arabic past verbal form ‘abasa denotes that he frowned. The past verbal form basara both implies 
hastened and frowned or grimaced. The second sense of basara would be in line with ‘abasa, though 
intending the former meaning would imply making hasty decisions for choosing a false "label" for the 
Holy Qur’an. 


The verbal form yu’tharu is used in the sense of relating a tale from the ancients as their vestige. 


However, some hold that it is cognate with ithar denoting choosing and deeming as precedent. 


According to the former sense, Walid is saying that this magic is like what is reported from the ancients, 


but as per the latter sense, he is saying that magic is something that impresses the hearts owing to its 


sweetness and appeal, hence its precedence over any other thing by the people. 


It is worthy of note that the blessed Verse includes an implied confession as to the Inimitability of the 


Holy Qur’an, since it bears no likeness to the extraordinary tasks performed by sorcerers. 


The language of the Holy Qur’an is imbued with dignity, spirituality, and unparalleled appeal, such that if 
Walid had been true in his claim as to it being the words of mankind, others would have been able to 
produce the like of it. 


It is well-known that the Holy Qur’an many a time calls other to try to produce the like of it, though none 
of the obdurate enemies well-versed in the Arabic tongue have failed to produce the like or even 


something inferior to it. The miracle of the Holy Qur’an lies in its inimitability. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 26-30 


26. | will cast him soon into Hell. 

27. And you are unaware of the Hell. 

28. Hellfire neither spares nor leaves anything [unconsumed|. 
29. It totally alters the skin! 

30. Over it are appointed nineteen angels of torment. 


The preceding blessed Verses treated of the denial of the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic call of 
Muhammad (S) by one of the chiefs of the polytheists. The blessed Verses in question make a reference 
to his horrible chastisement on the Day of Resurrection, saying that God Almighty will cast him soon into 


Hell burning him in the Fire. 


The Arabic nominal form saqar denotes alteration and melting down under the scorching heat of the sun. 
It is one of the attributes of the Hell, frequently mentioned in the Quranic Verses. The attribute alludes to 
the frightening torments awaiting the people of Hell. It is also suggested that it is the name of one of the 
horrible and lower stages of Hell. 


Treating of the severity of the torments in store for the people of Hell, the blessed Verse 27 poses a 


question: 
"What do you know about sagar?" 


The question indicates that the torments in it will be so severe that they are imaginable in the same 


manner that the significance and the greatness of the Bounties in Paradise are unimaginable. 
The blessed Verse 28 
‘Hellfire neither spares nor leaves anything [unconsumed]" 


may reflect that unlike the worldly fire that affects one part of the body leaving other parts unscathed, for 
instance it affects the body leaving intact the soul, Hellfire consumes man in its entirety leaving nothing 
behind. 


It is also suggested that Hellfire neither takes the life of the people of Hell nor does it keep them alive, 
but they are entangled at all times in a state between life and death, as reflected elsewhere in the Holy 


Quran: 


"There he will neither die nor live"12; 
"We shall burn them in Fire such that their skins shall be roasted through, We shall make other 
skins grow that they may taste the chastisement'13. 


The blessed Verse 29 provides another depiction of such burning Fire of Divine Wrath: 
‘It totally alters the skin" 


such that it shall be visible from afar. The Arabic clause lawwahatun li-’I-bashar indicates that the Fire 
blackens the complexion blacker than the dark of the night. 


The Arabic nominal form bashar herein implies complexion or it may serve as an instance of synecdoche 
alluding to mankind. The Arabic feminine present participial form lawwaha, cognate with lawh (‘tablet’) 


implies becoming clear and apparent, though it also connotes altering and making changes. 
The blessed Verse 30, 


"Over it are appointed nineteen angels of torment" 


reflects that they are not appointed to be compassionate, but they are supposed to severely chastise 


them. 
Although the blessed Verse solely makes mention of the number 
‘nineteen" 


without any explicit reference to the angels appointed to inflict chastisement, but the following Verse 


clearly reflects that the angels in charge of inflicting chastisement is intended herein. 


It is worthy of note that we human beings are bounded by the restrictions of the mundane world, are not 

fully aware of the precise nature of Resurrection, Paradise, and Hell, but what our knowledge consists of 
generalities. Thus, it is reported in traditions that each of these nineteen angels is so powerful that it may 
easily cast a large tribe into Hell. 


The frailty of the thoughts of people like Abu Jahl is reflected herein that upon hearing the blessed Verse 
in question, he said derisively unto the Quraysh tribe: 


‘May your mothers mourn your death! Do you not hear what the man is saying?" 
Pointing at the Noble Prophet (S), he said: 


'He is saying that nineteen guardians guard the Hell, though each of the guardians may not be 


overcome by ten brave men of your large tribe. "14 


These light headed enemies of the Islamic faith intended to impede the Light of Truth and rescue 


themselves from imminent perdition through such derisive remarks. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verse 31 
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31. And We have set none but angels as guardians of the Fire. And We have fixed their number 
only as a trial for the disbelievers, in order that the people of the Book may arrive at a certainty 
[that the Holy Quran is the Divine Book, since the same number is attested in the Bible] and that 
the believers may increase their faith, and that no doubt may be left for the people of the Book 
and the believers; further [the number nineteen made] those in whose hearts is a disease and the 
disbelievers may say: "What Allah intends by this example?" Thus, Allah leads astray whom He 


wills and guides whom He wills. And none may know the hosts of your Lord but He. And this is 


nothing else than a reminder to mankind. 


As reflected in the preceding blessed Verses, God Almighty appointed nineteen angels (or nineteen 
groups) as the guardians of Hell and it led to controversy amongst the polytheists and the disbelievers. 


Some of them derided such words and few of them imagined that they could easily overcome them. 


The blessed Verse in question, the longest one in the Chapter, responds to them and sheds further light 
on the point: 


"We have set none but angels as guardians of the Fire." 


Such angels are so powerful and in the Qur’anic terms ghalath and shidad, i.e. stern and strict, that all 


sinners shall be feeble and week before them. 
The blessed Verse proceeds to say 
"We have fixed their number only as a trial for the disbelievers." 


The trial aimed at two things: firstly, they derived the number nineteen, whereas any other number could 


engender the same question. 


Secondly, they regarded the number nineteen to be few and said derisively that they could appoint ten 
people against each of them and thereby overcome them. They were unaware of the truth that the 
angels are so powerful that according to the Holy Qur’an, a number of them sufficed to send the people 
of Lot (as) to perdition by totally destroying their prosperous cities. 


Further, the preceding blessed Verses treated of the points lying behind the number of the guardians of 


Hell; however, the blessed Verse in question adds: 
"So that the people of the Book may arrive at a certainty." 


In this respect, it is narrated that the Noble Prophet (S) was asked by his companions regarding the 
number of the guardians of Hell. 


He replied: 
‘Allah and His Messenger (S) know better." 


Gabriel was sent down and revealed unto him that they were nineteen angels appointed as the 


guardians of Hell. 15 


The people of the Book did not protest against the number which reflects that they had found the 
number in line with their Scriptures. Thus, they arrived at further certitude as to the Prophetic Call of 


Allah’s Messenger (S). Besides, the believers’ faith was further firmly established. 
Thus, the blessed Verse proceeds to say: 
‘[the aim was] that the believers may increase their faith." 


Further emphasis is laid on the three goals: the faith of the people of the Book, that of the believers in 
the Islamic faith, and the trial of the polytheists and disbelievers: 


‘that no doubt may be left for the people of the Book and the believers; further [the number 
nineteen made] those in whose hearts is a disease and the disbelievers may say: ‘What Allah 
intends by this example?" 


Regarding 
‘those in whose hearts is a disease," 


some Qur’an exegetes hold that the hypocrites are hereby intended, since the Qur’anic expression 


alludes to them, an instance of which is 
‘In their hearts is a disease and Allah has increased their disease"\6. 


Nonetheless, further investigation of the Quranic instances of the expression reflects that it does not 
solely include the hypocrites, but it encompasses all the disbelievers who take a belligerent stance 
against the Quranic Verses. 


The blessed Verse further says: 


"Thus, Allah leads astray whom He wills and guides whom He wills. And none may know the 
hosts of your Lord but He." 


The aforesaid remarks clearly reflect that Divine Will as to guiding some people and leading some others 
astray is well-measured. Those who are in error deserve no better than that and those obedient to Allah 


deserve such Guidance. 


In other words, God Almighty does not intend to harm some people by leading them astray, but error is 
the disbelievers’ chastisement. Put the case that a thief breaks into your home and you lock the doors. 
Confining him does not entail leading him astray, but it aims at chastising him. 


What should be borne in mind regarding God Almighty leading some people astray, as reflected in a 
number of the Qur’anic Verses, that the Arabic word idhlal denotes abandoning someone, implying that 
God Almighty abandons those who do not deserve to be guided; the similitude of which is a farmer who 
abandons the rotten seeds but keeps the good ones and paves the ground for their growth. 


The closing clauses of the blessed Verse read: 


"And none may know the hosts of your Lord but He. And this is nothing else than a reminder to 


mankind." 


The nineteen guardians of Hell does not reflect the total number of the hosts of the Lord, but the number 
of the latter are so large that according to some of the traditions, the earth and the heaven are filled with 
them, such that there is no spot in the entire world of existence unless there is an angel glorifying God 


Almighty there. 


For further details in this respect, one may refer to elevated words of Imam ‘Ali as recorded in the first 


sermon of the Nahj al-Balagha. 

Different suggestions have been made by Qur’an exegetes concerning the antecedent of the pronoun 
hiya (‘this, it’) 

in 

wa ma hiya illa dhikra li-'l-bashar ("And this is nothing else than a reminder to mankind. ") 
Some maintain that the hosts of the Lord some of whom are the guardians of Hell are the antecedent. 
Some hold that 

sagar (‘Hell") 

is the antecedent. 


There are some exegetes who believe that reference is made to the Holy Qur’an. Although they all lead 
to awakening, reminder, and awareness, but the first suggestion is more in line with the tone of the 
Verse, since the aim is to state the truth that if God Almighty has selected hosts, it does not reflect that 
He cannot chastise all the enemies and sinners Himself, but they all serve as a reminder, awakening, 


and according attention to the seriousness of Divine torment. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 32-34 
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32. It is not what they imagine! By the moon! 
33. And the night when it withdraws, 
34. And by the dawn when it brightens. 


Different oaths have been taken in the blessing Verses in question in order to lay emphasis on raising 


the dead on the Day of Resurrection, Hell, and the torments awaiting the disbelievers there, saying: 
‘It is not as they imagine. By the moon!" 
The Arabic negative emphatic adverb kalla is employed to reject the words uttered by the other party. 


It is also used at times to negate the following words. It herein negates the disbelievers’ unfounded 
belying of Hell and its torments as well as their derision of the number of the angels guarding Hell, as 


mentioned in the preceding blessed Verses. 


An oath is taken to the moon, since as one of the greatest of Divine Signs, it is of significance in terms of 
creation, regular rotation, brightness, beauty, and the lunar phases used as the standard for preparing 


calendars. 
The blessed Verses 33 and 34 say: 
"By the night when it withdraws! And by the dawn when it brightens!” 


These three oaths are related and complementary, since it is common knowledge that the moon shines 
at night and its light is overshadowed by sunshine such that it is hardly visible during the day. Night is 


serene and peaceful, when the lovers of the Truth may invoke their beloved and share their secrets. 


However, the dark night would be of interest when it withdraws and the bright dawn approaches. The 
day break offers a beacon of the end of the dark night. It is the most delightful and the most beautiful 
ecstatic experience when the heart brims with light and purity. It is noteworthy that the three oaths stand 
in harmony with the Light of Guidance (the Holy Qur’an), withdrawal of the shadows of polytheism and 
idolatry, and the daybreak of monotheism. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 35-37 
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35. It [the frightful incidents on the Day of Resurrection] is but one of the greatest issues. 

36. A warning to all mankind, 

37. To any of you that chooses to go forward or to lag behind [namely proceed or not to proceed 
toward Guidance}. 


The blessed Verses in question treat of the objects of the oaths and frightening incidents on the Day of 
Resurrection, Hell, and the angels of torment indubitably constitute significant issues. The Arabic 
adjectival form kubar denotes "great, significant." 


The antecedent of the pronoun in innaha is either 
sagar (‘Hell") 

or 

junud (‘Lord’s Host’), 


or all the incidents to occur on the Day of Resurrection; the greatness of each and every of them is 


crystal clear. 


The blessed Verse 36 proceeds to say that the goal behind the creation of Hell is not seeking revenge, 
but it Serves as a warning to mankind against the frightening torment in store for the disbelievers, the 


sinners, and the enemies of Truth. 


The blessed Verse 37 lay further emphasis on the point, saying that the warning is not particular to a 
specific group but it addresses all mankind, to anyone who opts for taking precedence by proceeding 
toward doing good righteous deeds and obedience to Allah, and to those who intend to lag behind. Good 


for those who takes precedence and woe unto those who intend to lag behind. 


Some Qur’an exegetes also maintain that precedence and lagging behind herein reflects proceeding or 
not proceeding toward Hellfire. Some also hold that taking precedence indicates human self and its 
development and growth or its decadence and lagging behind. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 38-45 
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38. Every person is a pledge for what he has earned, 

39. Except those on the Right [whose records of deeds are given to their right hand as a token of 
their faith and fear of God Almighty}. 

40. In Gardens they will ask, 

41. the sinners [inquiring): 

42. "What has caused you to enter Hell?" 

43. They will say: "We were not of those who used to offer the prayers, 

44. "Nor we used to feed the poor; 

45. "And we used to talk falsehood with vain talkers. 


Proceeding with the discussion raised in the preceding blessed Verses concerning Hell and the dwellers 


of Hell, the blessed Verse 38 says: 
‘Every person is a pledge for what he has earned." 


The Arabic nominal form rahina, derived from r-h-n (‘pledge’) denotes the pledge provided as a 
guarantee against the loan. It sounds as if all human existence is a pledge against the fulfillment of his 


obligations, such that when he fulfils them, he will be set free, otherwise, he will remain in bondage. 
Thus, the blessed Verse 39 adds: 


‘Except those on the Right [whose records of deeds are given to their right hand as a token of 
their faith and fear of God Almighty}," 


who are free from such bondage since they have broken the shackles and fetters of bondage through 
faith and doing good righteous deeds as a consequence of which they freely enter Paradise. 


Qur’an exegetes disagree on the meaning of 
‘the people on the right." 


Some maintain that it makes a reference to those whose records of deeds are given to their right hand. 
Some hold that they are the believers who have committed no sins at all. Some others believe that a 


reference is made to the angels. 


However, the Quranic evidence reflects the first suggestion — those who have faith and have done good 
righteous deeds and their few sins are overshadowed by their good righteous deeds, as reflected 


elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an17: 
"The good deeds remove the evil deeds." 


Their good deeds efface their evil deeds, or they freely enter Paradise, or the reckoning of their deeds 


shall be quite easy, as reflected elsewhere in the Glorious Qur’an18: 


"Then as for him who will be given his record in his right hand, he shall receive an easy 


reckoning." 

Qurtubi, the Sunni Qur’an exegete of repute narrates from Imam Bagir (as) as saying: 

"We and our adherents are 

‘the people of the right hand" 

and whoever regards our Ahl al-Bayt as enemies, he shall be in the bondage of his deeds. "19 
The blessed Verses 40-42 say: 

‘In Gardens they will ask, the sinners [inquiring]: "What has caused you to enter Hell?" 


The blessed Verses clearly reflect that the ties between the people of Paradise and those of the Hell 


shall not be totally severed, as the former may witness the dire fate of the latter and converse with them. 


In the blessed Verses 43-45, the sinners respond to the question posed by the people of the right hand 


by confessing to their four grave sins: 


"They will say: "We were not of those who used to offer the prayers, nor we used to feed the poor; 
and we used to talk falsehood with vain talkers." 


Had they offered their prayers, they would have remembered God Almighty forbidding them from 


committing evil deeds and calling them unto the Divine Straight Path. They confess that they did not feed 
the poor, seemingly implying that they refrained from attending to the urgent necessities and 


requirements of the needy, with respect to clothes and accommodation. 


Quran exegetes maintain that reference is herein made to the obligatory alms, since failing to pay the 
supererogatory alms may not entail ending up in Hell, emphasizing that some of the Qur’anic Verses 
revealed in Mecca addressed the issue of paying alms, though the details and specifications of the 
same, particularly its concentration in the Muslim treasury (bayt al-mal) were specified in Medinan 


Verses. 


They also confess that they used to associate with the followers of falsehood and whenever they heard 
some words against the Truth or upon being notified of some session aiming at the dissemination of 
falsehood, they joined them acknowledging their denial of Truth and derived please from deriding the 
words of Truth. 


The verbal form 
nakhudhu (‘we entered", 


derived from kh-w-dh, originally denotes entering water and moving in it, though it is also applied to 
getting adulterated by impurities. The word is used in the Holy Qur’an in the sense of engaging oneself 


in unfounded and false affairs. 


Mention is herein made of attending meetings held for deriding Divine Verses, anti-Islamic propaganda, 
dissemination of heresy, obscene jokes, and taking pride and deriving pleasure from the sins committed, 
slander and sportive vain talks. The blessed Verse in question mainly refers to attending the meetings 


held for destabilizing faith in God Almighty, sacrilege, and dissemination of disbelief. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 46-48 
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46. "And we used to belie the Day of Recompense at all times, 
47. "Until there came to us the death." 


48. Therefore, no intercession of intercessors will be of any avail to them. 


The blessed Verses 46-47, the sinners confess that their sins included the denial of the Day of 
Reckoning at all times, until their death came unto them. It goes without saying that denial of the Day of 
Resurrection which is the Day of Reckoning destabilizes all Divine and ethical values, particularly when it 


continues to the end of life. 


It is worthy of note that the blessed Verses in question clearly reflect that the disbelievers are obliged to 
observe the primary and the secondary principles of religion, and the four injunctions, namely 
establishing ritual prayers, paying religious obligatory alms, refraining from attending the meetings held 
by the followers of falsehood, and believing in the Day of Resurrection significantly contribute to human 
guidance and spiritual growth. 


Thus, those who truly establish obligatory ritual prayers, pay alms, believe in the Day of Resurrection, 
and refrain from following falsehood shall not be cast into Hell. It goes without saying that establishing 
prayers entails worshipping God Almighty and it solely rests on faith. Thus, making a reference to it 
reflects believing in God Almighty and obedience to His Command. 


It may be said that these four pillars begin with monotheism and end in Resurrection, encompassing the 
relations amongst the Creator, the created, and one’s self. The majority of Qur'an exegetes maintain that 


death is herein intended by "certitude," since the believers and the disbelievers believe in its certainty. 
Man may doubt anything, but death, as it is reflected elsewhere20 in the Holy Qur’an: 
‘And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the certainty (of death)." 


However, some hold that certainty herein indicates the awareness obtained posthumously as to 


purgatory and Resurrection. Such exegesis is somehow in line with the former. 
The blessed Verse 48 makes a reference to the dire fate of this group saying: 
"Therefore, no intercession of intercessors will be of any avail to them." 


Neither the intercession of Allah’s Messengers (as) and Imams (as), nor that of angels, nor the true 
believers, nor the martyrs, nor the righteous shall be of any avail to them, since intercession requires the 
right ground, and the disbelievers have totally destroyed such ground. It is like pure water by which a 
feeble sapling is irrigated. Now, when the sapling happens to be dead, such pure water may not give a 


new life to it. 


It was mentioned above in the discussion devoted to intercession21 that the Arabic word shafa‘a derives 
from the root sh-f-‘, originally denoting "attach something to something else," connoting that the person 
for whom it is interceded is supposed to have traversed some part of the way, though he has faced 

hardships, vicissitudes, and impediments. Thus, he is interceded with to bear him assistance to traverse 


the remaining distance. 


It is noteworthy that the blessed Verse in question once again emphasizes the question of intercession 
and the diversity of the intercessors interceding with the believers at Divine Threshold. It also serves as 


a harsh response to those belying the principle of intercession. 


It lays further emphasis on the point that intercession is not unconditional; in other words, it is not a 
green light to committing sins, but may lead to spiritual growth such that he prepares the required ground 
for being interceded with him. The ties of such person are not supposed to be totally severed from God 
Almighty and His friends. 


It is also worthy of note, however, that the blessed Verse in question is not saying that intercessors 
intercede with such people, but it reflects that they cease to intercede with them as intercession shall be 


of no avail to them and Allah’s friends may never perform vain deeds. 


The blessed Verses in question and some other Quranic Verses indicate that there shall be different 
kinds of intercessors interceding with God Almighty on the behalf of the true believers. The numerous 
traditions transmitted in the Shi‘i and Sunni sources reflect that such intercessors shall intercede on 


behalf of those sinners who have prepared the required ground for intercession. 
Reference may be made here to such different intercessors: 

1. The Noble Prophet of the Islamic faith, as reflected in the Prophetic tradition: 
I shall be the first intercessor in Paradise. '22 


2. All the Prophets (as) shall be intercessors on the Day of Resurrection, as per another Prophetic 
tradition: 


"The Prophets shall intercede on behalf of all those who sincerely testify to Divine Unity and take them 
out of Hell. '23 


3. Angels shall be amongst the intercessors on the Day of Resurrection, as reported in the Prophetic 


tradition: 

"The Angels, Allah’s friends, and the martyrs shall be permitted on that Day to intercede. "24 
4-5. The Infallible Imams (as) and their followers shall also intercede on behalf of true believers. 
In this respect, Imam ‘Ali (as) is narrated as saying: 

"We and our friends shall intercede [on behalf of true believers}. '25 


6-7. The religious scholars and the martyrs shall be among the interceders, as it is reflected in the 
Prophetic tradition: 


‘On the Day of Resurrection, the Prophets (as), then the scholars, then the martyrs shall be 


intercessors. '26 
According to another Prophetic tradition: 
"The martyr’s intercession on behalf of seventy people from amongst his family shall be accepted. "27 


As per another tradition recorded in ‘Allama Majlisi’s Bihar al-Anwar28, their intercession on behalf of 
seventy people shall be accepted. 


8. According to Imam ‘Ali (as), the Holy Qur’an shall be an intercessor on the Day of Resurrection.29 
9. The intercession of those believers who are advanced in years shall be accepted. 
In this vein, it is narrated from the Noble Prophet (S) as saying: 


"When man reaches the age of ninety [having proceeded on the path of faith], God Almighty shall forgive 
his past and future sins and his intercession on behalf of his family shall be accepted. "30 


10. Prayers and devotions shall be intercessors as well, as it is narrated from Allah’s Messenger (S) as 
saying: 


‘Fasting and the Qur'an shall intercede on behalf of the servants [of Allah] on the Day of 


Resurrection. "31 


11. Some traditions reflect that God Almighty shall intercede on behalf of the sinners, as it is narrated 
from the Noble Prophet (S) as saying: 


"The Prophets, the angels, and the believers shall intercede on the Day of Resurrection and God 
Almighty shall say: 


/ am to intercede as well."32 


12. It is reflected in a number of traditions that the good righteous deeds, like something for whose 


preservation man has made attempts, shall intercede on behalf of man on the Day of Resurrection.33 


Numerous traditions have been transmitted concerning intercession, a few of which were mentioned 
above. It would fruitful to reiterate that there are certain conditions for intercession without which it may 


not be accepted by God Almighty. 


In this vein, the blessed Verses in question clearly indicate that the intercessions of all intercessors shall 
be of no avail to some of the disobedient. It is of significance to pave the required ground for the 


acceptance of intercession, since intercession on behalf of some people may not be of any avail.34 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 49-51 
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49. Then, why do they turn away from the reminder? 
50. As if they were frightened wild asses, 
51. Fleeting from lions. 


The blessed Verses in question proceeds with the dire fate of the sinners and the people of Hell clearly 
reflecting that such obdurate disbelievers’ are afraid of hearing the word of Truth and any reminder and 
admonition. 


The blessed Verse 49 asks: 

"Then, why do they turn away from the reminder?" 

Is it not surprising that they reject the cure of the Holy Qur’an? 

The blessed Verses 50 and 51 say: 

‘As if they are frightened wild asses fleeting from lions [or hunters]." 


The Arabic nominal form humur the plural of himar, denoting "ass," though it herein connotes 'wild ass," 
taking the contextual meaning of the blessed Verse into account which includes "lions" or "hunters." In 
other words, the nominal form encompasses a broad semantic scope including the domestic and wild 
kinds of asses. 


The Arabic nominal form qaswara, derived from the root q-s-r (vanquish, overcome’) is an attribute of 
lion, though it is also taken to imply "archer" and "hunter" as well. However, the former sense is more 


befitting herein. 


It is said that the wild ass is strikingly afraid of the lion, such that upon hearing the lion’s roar, it fleets 
away madly, particularly upon noticing a lion’s approach, they scatter away surprisingly. The animal is 


afraid of anything owing to its wildness, let alone its ferocious enemy, the lion. 


At any rate, the blessed Verses in question reflect a very eloquent expression of the polytheists’ fear of 


the life giving Quranic Verses. These polytheists are herein likened to wild asses, devoid of 
understanding that owing to their wildness, they are afraid of anything, whereas they hear nothing but 
the reminder aiming at their awakening. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verses 52-55 
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52. Nay, everyone of them desires that he should receive separate letters [from God Almighty]. 
53. Nay! But it [The Quran] is but a reminder [to them]. 
54. But whoever desires may find admonitions in it, 


55. So whoever desires may receive admonitions! 


The blessed Verses in question say that notwithstanding their dire ignorance, they are so arrogant that 
they expect to receive separate letters from God Almighty. The Arabic nominal form suhuf is the plural of 
sahifa implying a page which is turned over. 


The same theme is to be found elsewhere in the Holy Qur'an: 


"And even then we will put no faith in your ascension until you bring down for us an epistle that 
we would read'35; 

"We shall not believe until we receive the like of that which the Messengers of Allah had 
received'36. 


Therefore, each of them expected to be an Arch-prophet and some Book be revealed unto them by God 
Almighty from the heaven. The point is that even if such Book had been revealed unto them, they would 
not have surely believed. 


According to some traditions, Abu Jahl and some other people from Quraysh said: 


'O Muhammad! We will not believe in you unless you bring us some Book from the heaven opening with: 


From God, the Lord of the worlds to so and so son of so and so' clearly specifying that we believe in 


you. '37 


Thus, the following blessed Verse further says that it is not like what they say, since the Heavenly Book 
being revealed unto them and the like of which are nothing but pretexts. They truly do not fear the 
Hereafter. 


Had they been afraid of the torments in the Hereafter, they would not have resorted to such pretexts, 
denial of the Prophetic Call of Allah’s Messenger (S), and derision of Divine Verses and the number of 
the angels of torment in the Hereafter. 


The consequences of belief in the Hereafter and their effects in refraining from committing sins and 
purification from different kinds of grave sins are clearly reflected herein. The truth is that belief in the 
Day of Resurrection and the recompense of deeds lead to spiritual growth such that the arrogant, the 
irresponsible, and the wrong doing may turn into committed, God fearing, humble, and just people. 


The blessed Verses 54 and 55 once again emphasize that what they imagine concerning the Holy 
Qur'an is untrue. The Holy Qur’an is a Reminder and whoever desires may find admonitions in it. The 
Qur’an is the Guide unto the Straight Path and provides man with insight and sun light, such that man 
may find his path unto Truth. 


Surah al-Mudaththir — Verse 56 


56. And no one may receive admonition unless Allah wills. And He is the One, deserving that 
mankind should stand in awe of Him, and He is the One Who forgives [sins]. 


The closing blessed Verse of the Chapter says that receiving admonitions from the Qur'an is totally 
dependent upon Divine Will and Blessing. In other words, the disobedient may not receive admonitions 


unless God Almighty wills. 


Besides the aforementioned exegesis, namely man may not proceed on the Path of Guidance unless he 
puts his trust in Divine Blessing and invokes Him to bestow His Blessings on him, other exegeses may 
be suggested for the blessed Verse. Unless there be not any attraction on behalf of the beloved, the 


unfortunate lover’s efforts shall be of no avail (two lines of poetry). 


It is worthy of note that Divine Aid is bestowed upon those who have prepared the required ground for 
such bestowal of Blessings. 


Further, the blessed Verse 55, 


"So whoever desires may receive admonitions!" 
may create the wrong impression in some people that everything is totally dependent upon human will. 


The blessed Verse 56 removes such wrong interpretation by saying that notwithstanding man’s free 
choice, his will is dependent upon Divine Will, prevailing in the world of existence and creation. In other 
words, human free choice is dependent upon Divine Will and God Almighty may deprive him of his free 


choice at any time. 


The blessed Verse in question is saying that they never believe unless God Almighty wills to make them 
believe and we know that God Almighty never makes anyone believe or disbelieve. Thus, the first two 


exegeses sound more befitting herein. 
The blessed Verse closes by saying that 
"He deserves that mankind should stand in awe of Him, and He is the One Who forgives sins." 


It is befitting that Allah’s servants fear His torments, associate any partners in worshipping Him, and set 
their hopes on His Forgiveness. The blessed Verse alludes to the states of fear, hope, Divine torment, 
and Divine Forgiveness, providing further support for the preceding blessed Verse. 


Concerning the exegesis of the blessed Verse in question, it is narrated from the Noble Imam Sadiq (as) 


as saying: 


‘Allah says that He is Worthy of being feared such that My servant does not associate any partner with 
Me in worship and if My servant refrains from associating any partner with me in worship, | shall make 


him enter Paradise. '38 
Within the knowledge of the present author, all Qur’an exegetes hold that the nominal form taqwa; 
(‘fear [of God Almighty}") 


is herein employed in the accusative case, saying that God Almighty deserves that His servants refrain 
from polytheism. 


However, it may be taken in the nominative case, implying that He neither does wrong nor act unwisely. 
The most exalted of the degrees of taqwa belongs to God Almighty and that of servants is nothing but a 
feeble flame of His Infinite taqwa, though the word in nominative case rarely refers to God Almighty. 


The blessed Chapter opened with an Injunction as to warning and obligation and it closes with calling the 
believers to fear of God Almighty and the Promise of Forgiveness. 


Thus, we invoke at His Threshold with utmost humbleness: 


'O Lord! Make us of those who fear You and bestow Your Forgiveness upon us! O Lord! We may not 
succeed unless You grant us Your Favors and Blessings. Bestow Your Blessings upon us!” 
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 


The blessed Chapter, revealed in Mecca, has forty Verses. The designation of the Chapter, denoting 
Resurrection, derives from the opening Verse. The Chapter, as reflected in its title, mainly treats of the 


Day of Resurrection. 


It opens with an enumeration of the harsh and frightening incidents to occur at the end of the world and 
proceeds to make mention of the happy and sad appearances of the good and evil doers. 


Further, the blessed Chapter deals with the states of mankind in the throes of death, the creation of man 
from a drop of semen as a token of Divine Omnipotence in recreating him. It is noteworthy that four 


Verses in the middle of the Chapter treat of the manner of Revelation and recitation of the Holy Qur’an. 


According to the traditions, one who perseveres in the recitation of the blessed Chapter and acts upon it 
shall be able to happily and smilingly cross the Bridge Spanning Hellfire (sirat). 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 1-4 
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 
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1. | swear by the Day of Resurrection. 

2. And I swear by the self-reproaching self [the awakened conscience reproaching committing 
sins]. 

3. Does man think that We shall not assemble his bones. 

4. Yes, We are Able to put together in perfect order the tips of his fingers. 


The blessed Chapter opens with two meaningful oaths: 
‘| swear by the Day of Resurrection. And I swear by the self-reproaching self." 


Quran exegetes disagree on the connotation of la; some maintain that it is an emphatic particle and 
thereby lays further emphasis on the oath rather than negating it; some hold that it is a negative particle 
implying that the question is of such significance that an oath is not taken thereto, as it is said in 


common usage that someone’s life is far dearer to be sworn on it. 


The majority of the exegetes opt for the former, though some prefer the latter, maintaining that a clause 
may not be opened by the redundant la, but the emphatic particle occurs in the middle of the clause. 


However, the former interpretation sounds to be further befitting, since the Qur'an swears by things more 
significant that the Day of Resurrection, e.g. the Pure Essence of God Almighty. Thus, it would be quite 


natural to swear by the Day of Resurrection herein. 


Furthermore, the occurrence of the redundant la is common in Arabic. In this respect, certain opening 
lines by the pre-Islamic poet Imra’ al-Qays have been quoted which are indicative of the usage of the 


redundant la in the Arabic tongue. 


We maintain that discussing the redundancy or the negation of the la is not that significant, since the 


usage entails the same result, namely the significance of the object of the oath. 


The point is that the existence of conscience in the heart reflects the inevitable Resurrection, as human 
soul is brimmed with happiness upon doing good righteous deeds and it is thereby rewarded. Au 

contraire, the soul is severely tormented and chastised upon committing evil deeds, such that man may 
commit suicide in order to deliver himself from pangs of conscience; thus, the verdict as to the severest 


punishment is issued by conscience and man executes the verdict. 


The reflection of the self-reproaching self in human soul is so wide ranging that it may be studied and 


investigated from any aspect. 


Taking into account the truth that there is a small means of trial in the microcosm, i.e. human existence, 
how may one imagine that the macrocosm with all its majesty be deprived of a great just tribunal? Thus, 
we learn about the inevitability of the Day of Resurrection through the conscience in human heart. The 

interesting link between the twain oaths are thereby manifested. In other words, the latter oath serves as 


an argument substantiating the former. 


Qur’an exegetes suggest different interpretations for the nature of the self-reproaching self. A well- 
known interpretation was already mentioned according to which human conscience reproaches man 


upon his committing evil deeds and makes him to revise and compensate his past evil deeds. 


Another interpretation is that it implies censuring all mankind on the Day of Resurrection, such that the 
believers reproach themselves for not having done more good righteous deeds and the disbelievers 


reproach themselves for having trodden the path of disbelief, polytheism, and sin. 


Some exegetes hold that the self-reproaching self reflects that of the disbeliever that reproaches him for 
having done evil deeds. However, the first interpretation is in line with the preceding and the following 
blessed Verses. 


The tribunal of the conscience is so majestic and cherished that God Almighty swears by it and regards 
it as something significant. It is truly majestic, since it is one of the most significant of human means of 

salvation provided that the conscience happens to be awakened rather than enfeebled by the burden of 
sins. It is also worthy of note that the object of the oath (muqassamun lahu) is omitted as the contextual 


meaning of the following blessed Verses reflect the same. 
Thus, the blessed Verses in question say: 


‘By the Day of Resurrection and the self-reproaching slef that you shall be all raised on the Day of 


Resurrection and shall be recompensed for your deeds." 


It is interesting that the blessed Verse swears by the Day of Resurrection that there shall be 
Resurrection, reflecting that it is regarded as a certainty by which one may swear against those who 


belie it. 
Finally, different selves have been enumerated in the Qur’anic Verses, the traditions, and the prayers. 


1. The soul that bids to evil (nafs ammara bi-’I-su’) and may lead to decadence and corruption if it is 


unchecked by reason and faith. 
Thus, it is reflected in the Qur’an: 
"Verily [there is] the soul that bids to evil unless My Lord bestows Mercy [upon me}." 


Such self bids man to commit evil deeds, unless God Almighty grants mercy. It persists in bidding man 


to evil so that he may be entangled with the evil consequences of his evil deeds. In this vein, it is 
narrated from the Noble Imam ‘Ali (as) that the soul bidding man to evil may be likened to a hypocrite 
who flatters a man and pretends to be his friend so that it may overcome him and lead him to the 


following stages. 1 


It is reflected in the Holy Qur’an that having cast Joseph (as) into a well, his brothers returned to their 
father with his shirt smeared with blood, saying that a wolf had devoured Joseph (as). 


The Prophet Jacob (as) replied: 

‘Nay, but your own selves have made up a tale, "2 

namely your selves adorned such evil deeds in our eyes and provoked you to commit such evil deed. 
According to a tradition, the believers are required to invoke God Almighty by saying: 

'O Lord! Do not leave me with my self for a twinkling of an eye. '3 


In his prayers of the complainants (munajat shakkin) the Noble Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (as) thus invokes 
God Almighty: 


‘l complain to You of the self bidding man to evil, hastening toward misdeeds and sins. Afflicted by any 
evil, it cries out. It is niggardly when some good is supposed to be done to others by it. It is quite prone 
to sports and indulgence. It is imbued with neglect and negligence. It leads me to hasten toward 


committing sins and impedes me from repentance.” 


2. The reproaching self (nafs lawwama) which is mentioned in the blessed Chapter in question and may 
imply conscience. It is in man’s nature to reproach himself owing to committing misdeeds or decrease in 
the good ones in this world and the Hereafter. Such reproach is equal to repentance that may serve as a 


prelude to repenting from committing sins or it may lead to despair and self-alienation. 


3. The peaceful self (nafs mutma’inna) that results from establishing ritual prayers and remembrance of 


God Almighty though which man attains to security and peace of mind. 
Mention is made of the peaceful self in the Quranic Verses, e.g. 


‘Establish prayers for My Remembrance"4; 

‘Behold! In the remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest's; 

"O the peaceful self! Return to your Lord well-pleased and well-pleasing! Enter among My 
servants. And enter My Paradise! "6. 


A man endowed with security and peace of mind does not entertain fear of death, but he is eager to fall 
a martyr in Allah’s Cause. He is indifferent to mammon but is always satisfied with Divine 


Preordainments. 


The blessed Verses 3 and 4 include a rhetorical question: 


‘Does man think that We shall not assemble his bones? Yes, We are able to put together in 
perfect order the tips of his fingers." 


In this vein, it is narrated that a polytheist by the name of Ibn Rabi‘a who was the Noble Prophet’s (S) 
neighbor came to him and inquired about the nature and the time of the Day of Resurrection and said to 
the Noble Prophet (S) that even if he saw that Day, he would not believe in him as it would be incredible 
to God might assemble the bones. 


Then the blessed Verses in question were revealed and replied to his question. Thus, the Noble Prophet 
(S) invoked God Almighty to rid him of such evil neighbor.7 


Qur’anic Verses with the same theme are to be found, an instance of which is 


‘And he puts forth for Us a parable and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who will give life to 
these bones after they are rotten and have become dust?'s. 


One of the disbelievers held a piece of rotten bone in his hand and aiming at belying Resurrection he 
asked the Noble Prophet: 


"Who will give life to these rotten bones?" 


It is noteworthy that the verbal form yahsabu (think, imagine"), derived from the root h-s-b, implies that 
these disbelievers did not truly believe in their own words but they solely relied on unfounded claims and 


illusions. 


Particular emphasis is herein laid on bones, since compared to other bodily organs, bones last longer 
such that when it turns into dust and be scattered, shallow people set less hopes in their assembly. 


Furthermore, bones constitute the pillars of the body by which all human movements and activities may 
be possible. The diversity of the sizes and the forms of the bones is one of the wonders of Creation and 
the mere dysfunction of a tiny vertebra in the backbone may entail the paralysis of the whole body. 


The Arabic plural nominal form banan denotes fingers and fingertips, both of which imply that not only 
God Almighty shall assemble the bones, but He shall put the smallest and the most delicate of the 


bones, namely the fingertips, in their original form. 


The expression may be a delicate allusion to the fingerprints which are different in men. In other words, 
these fingerprints reflect human character. Thus, fingerprinting has turned into a discipline employed in 
criminology, such that if a burglar touches a door handle, window, lock, or box, a sample of his 
fingerprint may be taken to compare with the existing records of the thieves and criminals and lead to his 


arrest. 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 5-6 
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5. Nay! Man [entertains no doubts as to Resurrection, but he] desires to be free to continue 
committing sins all his life. 


6. He asks: "When will be this Day of Resurrection?" 


The blessed Verse makes a reference to one of the true reasons lying behind belying Resurrection, 
saying that man does not entertain doubts concerning Divine Omnipotence to assemble the bones and 
raising the dead, but by his belying he aims at continuing to commit sins all his life. He desires to have 


absolute freedom to engage himself in concupiscent desires, sins, and wrong doing. 


Thus, he aims to falsely satisfy his conscience and fail to regard himself answerable to Divine Creation, 
since believing in Resurrection, raising the dead, and Divine Tribunal of Justice serve as a great 
impediment to any form of disobedience and sin. He intends to enjoy absolute freedom to destroy such 


barrier and freely commit any sin. 


It is not restricted to the people living in the past, but denial of Resurrection serves as a pretext for 
enjoying absolute freedom to commit sins, evading obligations and trespassing Divine Bounds, but the 


true reasons lying behind Origin and Resurrection are quite evident. 


Regarding the exegesis of the blessed Verse in question, it is mentioned in ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim’s Qur’an 
exegesis that reference is herein made to one who accords precedence to committing sins and 


procrastinates when he is supposed to repent from his sins. 


Some Qur’an exegetes also maintain that the nominal plural form fujur herein implies belying, such that 
the blessed Verse is saying that man desires to belie the inevitable Day of Resurrection. Nonetheless, 


the former exegesis sounds to be further befitting. 


The following Verse adds that he belier inquires about the time of the Day of Resurrection. By his 
rhetorical question, he intends to evade his obligations and pave the ground for committing further sins. 
It is worthy of note, however, that inquiring about the time of Resurrection does not imply that they 
believed in the Day of Resurrection and they inquired about the time of its arrival, but the truth is that 
such rhetorical question served as the prelude to their denial of the Day of Resurrection. 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 7-12 
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7. When the sight shall be dazed out of fear. 

8 And the moon shall be eclipsed. 

9. And the sun and moon shall be joined. 

10. On that Day man shall inquire: "Where is the escape?" 
11. No! There is neither refuge nor an escape! 

72. Unto your Lord [Alone] shall be the final place of rest. 


The preceding blessed Verses closed with a rhetorical question as to the time of its arrival posed by 


those belying Resurrection. Theses Verses provide replies to the question. 


Making a reference to the occurrences to happen prior to Resurrection, namely the great developments 


to happen in the world and destroy its order, the blessed Verses 7-9 say: 


"When the sight shall be dazed out of fear. And the moon shall be eclipsed. And the sun and 
moon shall be joined." 


Qur’an exegetes have provided different exegeses as to the joining of the sun and the moon. Some hold 
that both of them rise in the east and set in the west and there are some who maintain that they share 


the characteristic of being eclipsed. 


The moon may also approach the sun under the influence of the latter’s gravity and finally join it, hence 


their being eclipsed. 


It is noteworthy that mention is herein made of two of the most significant phenomena at the end of the 


world, namely the eclipse of the moon and the joining of the sun and the moon. 


Similar references to the twain phenomena are more or less reflected elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an, an 


instance of which is: 
"When the sun is darkened’®. 


It is common knowledge that the moon reflects the light of the sun and when the sun is plunged into 
darkness, the moon is also darkened and the earth plunged into frightening shadows. Thus, the world 
shall come to an end with an immense development and it shall begin by another great development, 


namely the second blowing into the Trumpet as the breeze of life blown into the world. 
Then, mankind shall be raised from the dead. In the blessed Verse 10, man shall ask: 
"Where is the escape?" 


Yes, the disbelievers and the sinners who had formerly belied the Day of Resurrection shall search for a 
safe haven out of shame and look for some escape from carrying the burden of sins and fear of 
torments; in the same manner that upon facing a perilous incident, they looked for an escape in this 


world. They falsely imagine that they can find some way out of the torments in the Hereafter. 
As reflected in the blessed Verses 11 and 12, it shall be said unto them: 
"There is neither refuge nor an escape! Unto your Lord [Alone] shall be the final place of rest." 


Other exegeses have been suggested, instances of which are as follows: the Final Judgment shall be in 
God’s Hands on that Day; the final abode in Paradise or Hell shall be decreed by God Almighty; 
mankind shall stand at His Threshold for Reckoning of their deeds and their Recompense. However, 
taking into account the following blessed Verse, what we have chose as the exegesis of the blessed 


Verse sounds further befitting. 


Some Qur’an exegetes hold that the blessed Verse in question is one of the Quranic Verses treating of 
the everlasting path of human spiritual growth, as reflected elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an, e.g. 


"To Him is the Final Return"10; 
‘O man! You shall toil to return unto your Lord and you shall meet Him"\1; 
‘And all shall return unto your Lord"(2. 


In other words, man is like a traveler having departed from the bounds of non-existence for the realm of 
existence and is proceeding toward the Absolute and Boundless Existence of God Almighty to proceed 
on this path of spiritual growth everlastingly, entering different stages of closeness unto God Almighty, 


unless they deviate from their course, fall down, and finally perish. 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 13-15 
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13. On that Day man shall be informed of what he sent forward and what he left behind. 
14. Nay! Man shall be a witness against himself, 
15. Even though he may [outwardly] put forth his excuses. 


The blessed Verse 13 says that man shall be informed of all the deeds he sent forwarded or delayed in 


doing them. Different exegeses have been suggested for these two expressions. 


Some Say that a reference is herein made to the deeds one has sent forward in his life time or the 
posthumous vestiges of his good and bad deeds left behind amongst the people who act upon them and 
he shall be recompensed by the good and evil consequences of their deeds. Such vestiges entailing 


good and evil consequences include the books, buildings, and offspring. 


There are some exegetes who hold that a reference is herein made to the earliest and the last deeds 
done in lifetime. In other words, man shall be notified of all his deeds, the possessions he sent forward, 


and the possessions he left for his heirs. 


It is also suggested that the blessed Verse makes alludes to the sins one put forward and the obedience 
delayed by him or vice versa. The first exegesis sounds further befitting, particularly when we taken into 
account a tradition narrated from the Noble Imam Bagir (as) regarding the exegesis of the blessed Verse 


in question. 
The Noble Imam (as) is narrated as saying: 


‘On that Day man shall be informed of whatever good and evil deeds he sent forward or left behind, of 
his vestiges as traditions upon which the prospective generations will act. If such traditions happen to be 
evil, his recompense shall be equal to those who act upon them, without anything being decreased of 
their sins. Au contraire, if the traditions he left behind happen to be good, his rewards shall equal to 


theirs without anything being decreased of their Rewards. 13 


The blessed Verse 14 says: 
“Nay! Man shall be a witness against himself." 


The point is that God Almighty and the angels shall inform him of man’s deeds, though there shall be no 
need to do so, since man shall be a witness against himself on that Day and he and his bodily organs 
shall testify then. 


The blessed Verse 15 says: 
‘Even though he may [outwardly] put forth his excuses." 
The same theme is reflected elsewhere in the Holy Qur'an, e.g. 


"Their hearing and their eyes and their skins shall testify against them as to what they used to 
do"i4; 

"This Day We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands shall speak unto Us, and their legs shall 
bear witness to what they used to do"15. 


Therefore, the best witnesses testifying against one’s deeds at the Great Tribunal on the Day of 
Resurrection shall be man himself, since he knows best about his own deeds, though God Almighty has 


assigned numerous other witnesses to provide him with further testimonies. 


The Arabic infinitive or participial form basira denotes "insight, knowledge" and "knowledgeable" 
respectively. Thus, some exegetes suggest that the word implies enlightening argument and reason. 
The Arabic nominal form ma‘adhir is the plural form of ma‘dhara originally denoting what effaces the 


vestiges of sin which may imply true excuse and at times outward excuse. 


It is also Suggested that ma‘adhir is the plural form of mi‘dhar denoting veil and covering. Based on the 
later suggestion, the blessed Verse would suggest that man is aware of himself, even though he may 


cast a veil on his deeds. However, the first exegesis sounds further befitting. 


God Almighty shall reckon the deeds on that Great Day and He is All-Aware of the inward and outward 


secrets and He shall leave man to reckon his own deeds, as reflected elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an: 
‘Read your book. You yourself are sufficient as a one who reckons against himself this Day"16. 


The blessed Verses in question all treat of Resurrection, though reference is also made to this world. 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 16-19 
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16. Move not your tongue hastily in reciting it [i.e. the Holy Quran). 
17. Its collection and recitation is upon Us. 

18. And when We have recited it unto you, then follow its recitation. 
19. Then, it is for Us to make it clear. 


The same theme is reflected elsewhere in the Holy Qur'an: 
‘Be not in haste with the recitation of the Quran before its Revelation is completed to you"17. 


The Holy Qur’an in its entirety was revealed unto the Noble Prophet (S) on Night of Decree (laylat al- 


qadr) then its Verses were revealed in time within a period of twenty three years of his Prophetic call. 
Thus, the blessed Verse 

‘Be not in haste with the recitation of the Quran" 

reflects that the Noble Prophet (S) had been already aware of the Revelation of the blessed Verses. 
Thus, in the blessed Verse 18, God Almighty says unto him: 

‘And when We have recited it unto you, then follow its recitation." 


Some of the Quranic Verses concern the manner of the Revelation unto the Noble Prophet (S) and its 
Recitation by the people. In such Verses, God Almighty says unto His Messenger (S) to refrain from 


recitation upon the Revelation prior to its completion and be no in haste with His Word. 


There is no room for concern as to consigning them to oblivion, since their preservation is upon Him. 
Thus, he is asked to let the Revelation be completed; then, he may recite the blessed Verses. Therefore, 
it is for God Almighty to clarify the Revelation to the Noble Prophet (S). 


It is worthy of note that these Verses reflect the originality of the Holy Qur’an and its preservation from 
any distortion, since God Almighty has promised to collect, recite, and clarify it. It is narrated that when 
Gabriel was sent down to the Noble Prophet (S) to reveal the Verses unto him, he kept utter silence and 
upon the departure of Gabriel, he commenced the recitation of the blessed Verses. 18 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 20-21 
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20. It is not as you imagine [that you regard as concealed the reasons lying behind Resurrection), 
but you love the fleeting life [of this world and absolute indulgence in the pleasures of the flesh), 
21. And neglect the Hereafter. 


The blessed Verses in question continues the discussions as to Resurrection and enumerates further 
characteristics of Resurrection and the unfounded arguments suggested to belie it, saying that it is not 
the case that the reasons lying behind Resurrection be concealed as a consequence of which you fail to 
comprehend its veracity, but the truth is that you love this fleeting worldly life for which you neglect the 
Hereafter. 


The main reason suggested for the denial of Resurrection does not lie in entertaining doubts as to Divine 
Omnipotence in assembling the scattered dust of the rotten bones but your intense love for mammon 
and unchecked concupiscent desires lead you to remove all impediments. Now, since acknowledging 
Resurrection and acting upon Divine Injunctions entail numerous obstacles, you rise to belie to question 


in principle and totally neglect the Hereafter. 


As mentioned above, one of the most significant factors leading to materialism and denial of Origin and 
Resurrection is enjoy absolute freedom in indulging in committing sin and the pleasures of the flesh. 


Compared to the past, it is further clearly reflected in our modern world. 
The twain blessed Verses in question actually lay emphasis on the preceding Verses: 


“Nay! Man [entertains no doubts as to Resurrection, but he] desires to be free to continue 
committing sins all his life. He asks: "When will be this Day of Resurrection?" 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 22-23 
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22. Some faces that Day shall be happy, 
23. Looking at their Lord. 


The blessed Verses treat of the states of the good doing believers and the evil doing disbelievers on the 
Day of Resurrection, saying: 


"Some faces that Day shall be happy, looking at their Lord.” 


The Arabic participial form nadhira, cognate with nadhra, connotes a particular kind of happiness which 
is consequent to affluence and welfare and is accompanied by felicity, beauty, and splendor. In other 
words, their appearance reflects their great happiness consequent to being endowed with Divine 
Bounties. 


The same theme is to found elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an: 
"You shall recognise in their faces [those of the people of Paradise] the splendor of delight"19. 


The blessed Verses 22 and 23 reflect the material and spiritual Bounties respectively. The blessed Verse 
23 says that they only look at the Pure Essence of their Lord with their eye of heart and through inward 
intuition. 


Such glance makes them absorbed in the Unique Essence and the Absolute Perfection and Beauty, 
such that one single moment of their exalted state is far superior to what exists in this world. In this vein, 
it is narrated from Imam Ridha (as) that they await their Lord’s Rewards.20 


It is noteworthy that the precedence of 
‘at their Lord” 
over 


‘happy" 


restricts the meaning, namely they solely look at Him not at anyone else. 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 24-25 
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24. And some faces, that Day, will be gloomy. 


25. Aware that some excruciating torment is in store for them. 


Attachment to mammon and neglecting the Hereafter shall entail glooominess of appearance on the Day 
of Resurrection. The disbelievers with their gloomy appearance shall stand before the believers with 


happy faces. 


The Arabic participial form basira denotes "unripe, undue" and the nominal form busr is applied to unripe 
fruit and to gloominess of appearance, as a consequence of reaction against the angst against the 
torments in store for the disbelievers. Therefore, when they notice the tokens of torments and the 
records of their deeds imbued with sins and devoid of good righteous deeds, they entertain intense 


sorrow and frown at their unfavorable state. 


The blessed Verse 25 says that they are aware that some excruciating torment is in store for them. The 
Arabic nominal form faqira denotes vertebrae or backbone, though it connotes any harsh incident that 
crushes the backbone. 


The cognate form fagir (poor, indigent’) is applied to one who is burdened to the extent that his back 


has been crushed. The expression reflects the harsh torments awaiting the disbelievers in Hell. 


They await painful torments, whereas the aforesaid group await Divine Graciousness and meeting with 
the Beloved. One group awaits the most painful torments and the other look forward to receiving the 


best material and spiritual Bounties. 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 26-30 
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26. Nay, he will not believe till his soul reaches the collar bone, 


27. And it will be said: "Who can cure him?" 

28. And he becomes certain of parting from the world; 

29. And one leg will twist around the other [in the throes of death}. 
30. The path shall be, on that Day, toward your Lord [’s Tribunal). 


The blessed Verses treat of the throes of death opening a window to the other world, saying that he shall 
never believe till his soul reaches his throat. It will be on that Day that his purgatory eyes will open, the 
veils will be cast asunder, and he shall see the tokens of torment and chastisement. He will be aware of 


his deeds and will intend to believe, though it will be of no avail to him. 


The Arabic word taraqi is the plural form of tarquwa ("collar bone"). The expression "the soul reaches the 
collar bone or throat" connote the throes of death, the last breath, and the last moments of life, since 
when the soul leaves the body, the organs further remote from the heart, e.g. hands and feet, fail to 
function earlier than other organs, as if the soul gradually leaves the body till it reaches the throat. 


The blessed Verse 27 says that then the people around the person in the throes of death will hastily look 


for some way out, saying: 
"Who can cure him?" 


They utter the words desperately, though they know that it is all over and physicians may not cure him. 
The Arabic word raq, derived from r-q-y, denotes climbing and ascending and the cognate word ruqya 
implies the prayers and invocations leading to cure. The cognate raqi is used in the sense of physician, 


since he delivers man from diseases. 


Therefore, the blessed Verse says that those surrounding the patient and at times the patient himself cry 


out of severe angst and inquire whether there is one to say a prayer and cure the patient. 

It is also suggested that the blessed Verse inquires: 

"Which of the angels take his soul to the heaven, those in charge of torment or those of mercy?" 
However, the former exegesis sounds to be further befitting and accurate. 


The blessed Verse 28 makes a reference to the total despair of the person in the throes of death, 
saying: 


‘He totally loses his hope and becomes certain of parting from the world." 
The blessed Verse 29 says: 
‘And one leg will twist around the other [in the throes of death." 


Such twisting is owing to the intensity of the angst cause by the soul leaving the body or it may reflect 


that the limbs are rendered dysfunctional as the soul is leaving them. 


Further exegeses have been suggested for the blessed Verse, an instance of which includes a tradition 


narrated from the Noble Imam Baagir (as): 

"The world twists around the Hereafter." 

The tradition is to be found in ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim’s exegetic work.21 
The blessed Verse 30 says: 

"The path shall be, on that Day, toward your Lord [’s Tribunal]." 


Everyone shall return unto Him to attend His Tribunal of Justice. All paths will lead unto Him. The 
blessed Verse lays further emphasis on Resurrection and raising all His servants from the dead. It may 
also reflect the orientation of the spiritual growth of the servants toward the Pure and Boundless Divine 


Essence. 
Some traditions have been narrated in this respect, three instances of which include: 


It is narrated from the Noble Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (as) that in reply to a question concerning death he 
said: 


‘Death to the believer is like taking off a filthy garment infected with insects, untettering heavy shackles 
and turning them into the best attires, the most sweet smelling perfume, the most convenient of the 
mounts, and the most comfortable homes; the similitude of death to the disbeliever includes taking off a 
majestic attire, and departing from comfortable homes and turning them into the filthiest and the coarsest 


of garments, the most horrible homes, and the most excruciating torments. "22 
It is narrated from the Noble Imam Sadiq (as) that he was inquired regarding a depiction of death. 
The Imam (as) replied: 


‘It is like a sweet scent to the believer by which he falls into a state of sleep in which he is totally 
untouched by pain and torment, but to the disbeliever, it is like the bites of serpents and scorpions or 


even more painful than them. "23 


It is worthy of note that death is like a door to the world of survival. In this respect, it is narrated from the 
Noble Imam ‘Ali (as) as saying: 


‘Every house has a door and that of the Hereafter is death. '24 
It is narrated from the Noble Imam Sadiq (as) as saying: 


‘Remembrance of death effaces the concupiscent desires and eradicates negligence from the heart. It 


inspires hopes and softens human disposition, withers the tokens of following the desires of the flesh, 
quenches the fire of avarice, and belittles the world in the eyes.” 


This is what the Noble Prophet (S) intended by saying that one hour spent on reflection is worth one 
year spent on worshipping.25 The Prophetic tradition applies to one of the clear instances of reflection 


rather than the exclusive reference to the topic. 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 31-33 
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31. So he neither believed nor established ritual prayer. 
32. But on the contrary, he belied and turned away. 
33. Then he walked in conceit to his family. 


Proceeding with the discussion on death as the first step taken on the path toward the Hereafter, the 


blessed Verses in question say that the disbelievers lack the provisions required for the journey. 


The first two blessed Verses say that one who belied Resurrection might neither believe, nor 
acknowledge Divine Revelation, nor establish ritual prayers for Him, but he followed the path of denial 
and turned away from Divine Command. 


The Arabic clause fa-la saddaga implies that he did not acknowledge Resurrection, reckoning of deeds, 
Divine Revelation, monotheism, and the Prophetic Call of Allah’s Messenger (S). 


Some exegetes suggests that a reference is herein made to the disbelievers ceasing from expending in 
Allah’s Cause, as it is accompanied by the establishment of ritual prayers. However, the second Verse 
clearly indicates that denial is the opposite of such acknowledgement. Therefore, the first exegesis 


sounds more accurate. 


The blessed Verse 33 says that he walked arrogantly to his family. Having imagined that he attained to a 
great triumph though indifference and belying the Noble Prophet (S) and Divine Revelation, he walked in 
conceit to his family to recount, as usual, his glorious deeds and in doing so, the manner of his gait was 


indicative of such arrogance and self-conceit. 


The Arabic verbal form yatammata, derived from the root m-t-w, originally denotes "he stretched his 
body," though it herein implies that he walked proudly, strutted, or swaggered. The word may also 


connote walking listlessly and lethargically, though the former sense fits the context herein. 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 34-36 
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34. Divine torment is further befitting you, further befitting! 
35. Then, Divine torment is further befitting you, further befitting! 
36. Does man think that he will be left in vain? 


Addressing such disbelievers, the first two blessed Verses in question recurrently warn them: 
‘Divine torment is further befitting you, further befitting." 

Different suggestions have been provided for the clause 

thumma awla la-ka fa-awla (‘Divine torment is further befitting you, further befitting’), 


including: it is a warning to them against Divine torment; you deserve such entanglement, you deserve it; 
it would be more befitting to reproach you, it would be further befitting; woe unto you, woe unto you; may 
the worldly rewards be far from you, may the rewards in the Hereafter be far from you; may you be 
entangled with torments and afflictions, may you suffer the torments and afflictions; it is more befitting for 
you to suffer the torments which you notice in the battlefield of Badr, and the torments in the grave and 
on the Day of Resurrection are more befitting for you. 


However, it is needless to say that the majority of such interpretations imply one comprehensive 
meaning, namely warning against the torments and the evil consequences of misdeeds awaiting the 


sinners in this world, in the purgatory, and on the Day of Resurrection. 


It is reported in a number of traditions that the Noble Prophet (S) met Abu Jahl and gave him pieces of 
advice. Abu Jahl said: 


"You warn me, but neither you nor your Lord may harm me. | am the most powerful of the inhabitants of 


this land." 
It was on that occasion that these Qur’anic Verses were sent down to the Noble Prophet (S).26 


The blessed Verse 36 treats of two appealing arguments concerning Resurrection, one of which is 
indicative of the goal behind human creation and also Divine Wisdom, and the other reflects His 


Omnipotence through making reference to the development of semen in the different embryonic stages. 
The blessed Verse says: 
‘Does man think that he will be left in vain?" 


The Arabic adverb of manner suddan denotes "in vain, aimlessly." The Arabic phrase ibl-u sudda is 
applied to a camel left unattended that may graze wherever it likes. The Arabic nominal form insan 


connotes that man who belies Resurrection. 


The blessed Verse implies such questions: How may he believe that God Almighty creates the vast 
world with such majesty and so many wonders for man without any goal? Each any every organ is 
created for some particular goal or goals, e.g. eyes for seeing, ears for hearing, heart for pumping food, 
oxygen, and water to all the cells of the body, even there is a reason lying behind the creation of 


fingerprints. 


How may one believe that there is no goal behind the creation of man and his is created in vain, without 
any plans, any obligations, e.g. as to enjoining the good and forbidding the evil. If a man manufactures 


something aimlessly, he will be criticized and he will not be regarded as having a sound mind. 


How may have God Almighty, the All-Wise, created the world in vain? If it be said that the goal lies in 
the fleeting life of man, aiming at recurrent feeding, rest, and entanglement with innumerable pains, such 
great creation may not be logically justified. Consequently, we may draw the conclusion that man is 
created for a greater purpose, namely the everlasting life in proximity to the Mercy of the Truth and 
incessant and endless spiritual growth.27 


Surah al-Qiyama — Verses 37-40 
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37. Was he not a discharge of semen emitted into the womb? 

38. Then he became a clot. Then, [Allah] shaped and fashioned [him] in due proportion. 
39. And made of him two sexes, male and female. 

40. Is He not Able to give life to the dead? 


Creation is the first token of Omnipotence. The blessed Chapter opened with swearing by Resurrection 


and it closes with Divine Omnipotence to raise the dead on Day of Resurrection. 

Alluding to the second argument mentioned in the preceding Verse, the blessed Verse 37 asks: 
"Was he not a discharge of semen emitted into the womb?" 

The following two Verses respond: 


"Then he became a clot. Then, [Allah] shaped and fashioned [him] in due proportion. And made 


of him two sexes, male and female." 
It is in the last Verse (40) that the rhetorical question is posed: 
‘Is He not able to give life to the dead?" 


Is He, who creates the little and worthless drop of semen anew each and every day in the dark womb 
and gives a new life and a novel form to it until it finally changes into a male or female human being and 


is born, not Able to give life to the dead? 


It is actually a response to those who oftentimes belie the question of material Resurrection and refute 
being raised from the dead. In order to substantiate the veracity of Resurrection, the Holy Qur’an makes 
references to the threshold of human existence and the wondrous embryonic stages of development and 


thereby reflects Divine Omnipotence. 


In other words, the best argument to substantiate the contingency of some object is its actualization. It is 
worthy of note that God Almighty has also demonstrated other instances of His Omnipotence through 
the recreations at the hands of His Messengers in this world. Prophet Jesus (as) breathed into two birds 
which he had made of clay and gave them life. 


Prophet Abraham (as) called the birds which he had smashed and minced and thereby gave them a new 
life. Prophet Moses’ (as) seventy companions who had accompanied him to the Mount Sinai (Tur) and 
had died following Divine Manifestation there, were given new lives by God Almighty. 


Those who belie Resurrection have not truly gained some knowledge concerning God Almighty, since if 


human deeds be effaced upon his death, doubt will be cast upon Divine Wisdom, as it is reflected in the 


blessed Verses: 


‘Does man think that he will be left in vain?”28; 
‘Did you think that We had created you in vain and that you would not be brought back unto 
Us?"29. 


The blessed Verses firstly treat of Divine Wisdom in raising the dead on the Day of Resurrection and 


secondly to Divine Omnipotence in the Creation of man, reflecting the contingence of his recreation. 


The Arabic nominal form nutfa originally denotes trickle of water or pure water, though it is applied to 
semen discharge in the process of reproduction. The embryonic stages of development of semen 
constitute some of the most surprising phenomena in the world of existence, studied in the discipline of 


embryology, many of whose secrets have been unveiled in recent centuries. 


The interesting point is that the Holy Quranic Verses had recurrently made references to such questions 
and had laid emphasis on them as tokens of Divine Omnipotence when such discoveries were not made 


yet. 


They are the tokens of the Majesty and Glory of the Great Heavenly Book. It is noteworthy that the 
blessed Verses in question make mention of some of the embryonic stages, though further stages are to 
be found elsewhere in the Holy Qur’an in the opening Verses of Chapters 22 and 23, the exegetic details 
of which may be found above. 


It is worthy of note that the Arabic pronoun 
dhalika ("that") 


implies pointing at some object lying afar. The pronoun herein implies Divine Majesty and Greatness, 
connoting that His Divine Pure Essence is so Exalted that it lies beyond human reflection. 


It is narrated that the Noble Prophet was reciting 

"Glorious art Thou! O Lord! Thou possess such Omnipotence!" 
when the blessed Verse 40, 

‘Is He not Able to give life to the dead?" 

was revealed unto him. 


In this respects, some traditions have been narrated from Imam Bagir (as) and Imam Sadiq (as).30 


O Lord! We testify that You are Omnipotent to raise all the dead and grant them new lives in one single 


moment. There exists no impediment to Your Omnipotence. 


O Lord! On that day when the souls reach the collarbones and we lose our hopes of all things besides 


you, we set our hopes on Your Pure Essence. Forgive us and grant us Your Mercy and Grace. 


Amen! O Lord of the worlds! 
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